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This project's context is a small Nazarene Church in rural Kyrgyzstan. The Nazarene 


Church members lacked a biblical understanding of stewardship and struggled 


financially, which caused the church to struggle financially as well. The project 


confirmed the hypothesis that participants in biblical stewardship and financial 


management training would acquire knowledge of biblical stewardship principles. 
Through qualitative study, this project strongly demonstrated that participants improved 


their understanding of biblical stewardship and improved their understanding and skills in 


financial management. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Bible addresses the topics of wealth and possessions extensively with 
approximately 3,000 verses emphasizing their significance. The frequent mention of 
these matters underscores their importance in the biblical narrative. Christians, like all 
individuals, grapple with the complexities of financial understanding, handling, and 
management, revealing the pervasive nature of these challenges in daily life. 

The rural church in Kyrgyzstan, situated in a mission field, faces a distinct 
challenge. Its members lack exposure to financial education both within formal schooling 
structures and from parental guidance. Compounded by the absence of biblical 
stewardship principles and general financial education, the consequence is a perpetual 
shortage of financial resources. Inadequate savings and a lack of resource management 
experience further contribute to the financial difficulties experienced by these 
individuals. 

As a Christian in this context, there is a personal acknowledgment of a deficiency 
in understanding God’s principles for effective money management. The absence of 
pertinent teachings on finances and wealth from the Bible compounds this challenge. 
Recognizing the need for intervention, this project is designed to ultimately provide 
community support through training in biblical stewardship and financial management. 


This training seeks to equip individuals with the necessary knowledge and skills to 


navigate the complexities of financial matters, thereby addressing the financial 
shortcomings faced by the rural church in Kyrgyzstan. 

Chapter one identifies life experiences that have shaped my spiritual 
development, delving into the needs, opportunities, and challenges I encountered, and 
assesses how my ministry’s progression aligns with the demands and obstacles of my 
circumstances. There is specific attention on how my ministry was refined through my 
own negative and positive experiences in financial matters. The chapter also describes the 
ministry context, which is the Nazarene Church in rural Kyrgyzstan. This chapter 
succinctly outlines the financial issues affecting both the church members and the church 
as a whole that this thesis aims to address and evaluates my professional strengths for 
leading in the design and implementation of this ministry project. 

Chapter two establishes a biblical foundation for a ministry model, drawing from 
a paradigm found in the New Testament. The basis for this project is rooted in the parable 
of the dishonest steward in Luke 16:1-13, which revolves around the responsible use of 
finances as a steward, as outlined by Jesus. In this parable, a dishonest steward, facing 
dismissal for misusing his master’s property, takes a surprising turn in his actions. Instead 
of further dishonesty, he forgives the interest owed by his master’s debtors. Despite the 
steward’s previous dishonesty, the master commends him for his shrewd behavior and 
change in attitude during a crisis. 

In Luke 16:9-13, Jesus elaborates on the fundamental principles of managing 
money and possessions through this parable. According to Jesus, a faithful steward 
should refrain from wasting God’s money and possessions, attend to even the most minor 


details concerning finances and property, demonstrate trustworthiness in handling others’ 
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resources, and ultimately utilize money and possessions in alignment with God’s will and 
kingdom. Giving or using money and possessions to help others becomes a vital aspect of 
the biblical foundation for this project, along with the overarching principle of faithful 
stewardship of wealth for God’s purpose and kingdom. 

Chapter three explains the historical foundation of the ministry model, rooted in 
George Miiller’s stewardship. Miiller’s life of stewardship serves as the cornerstone of 
this project, teaching participants how to lead a life of faithful stewardship. As a steward 
of God, Miiller was influenced by biblical teachings, “Give, and it will be given to you. 
Pressed down, shaken together, and running over, it will be placed in your lap. With the 
same measure you measure, it will be given to you in return.” (Luke 6:38). These divine 
words shaped Miiller’s perspectives and actions concerning money and possessions. 

Miiller outlined specific rules for stewardship: One should not accumulate money 
or possessions for personal gain but use them to serve God’s poor and advance the 
kingdom. Individuals should avoid borrowing money and instead trust in God for 
provision. Miiller diligently recorded the sources and purposes of God’s money and 
possessions in his diary, emphasizing the importance of faithful stewardship through 
documentation. Miiller’s management principles serve as the historical underpinning for 
the project. 

The theological foundation presented in Chapter four establishes the basis for a 
stewardship theology within the project. Some Christians, in their pursuit of wealth, end 
up losing all their possessions, falling into debt, becoming enslaved, and living in 


seclusion. Stewardship theology, particularly for Christians, serves as a reminder that 


God is the ultimate owner of all things. Christians, in turn, are stewards of their money 
and possessions, tasked with using them by Divine plan. 

John Wesley’s three principles of stewardship lay the groundwork for stewardship 
theology. The first principle is to “Earn as much as you can.” A steward is expected to be 
honest, devoted, and diligent in earning money honorably. The second principle is to 
“Save everything you can,” emphasizing frugality and an ascetic lifestyle as part of 
stewardship. The third principle is to “Give all that you can,” encouraging stewards to 
express God’s love by sharing as much money and wealth as possible. 

The core principle of stewardship theology is to strive to earn, save, and donate 
money according to God’s purposes, acknowledging God as the master who stewards 
serve. God entrusts stewards to care for the possessions bestowed upon them. 
Stewardship theology is a fitting foundation because it aligns with the need for a theology 
that holds individuals accountable. 

Chapter five explains an interdisciplinary foundation of the ministry model. The 
financial management model presented in this chapter utilizes a solution developed by 
Dave Ramsey, known as “Baby Steps.” Ramsey’s solution is integrated into this project 
to make small financial steps comprehensible and actionable for participants lacking 
financial training. Members of the Nazarene Church typically lack experience in financial 
management. This chapter offers money management techniques for establishing an 
emergency fund, planning for debt repayment, budgeting, saving, investing, and giving. 
These management techniques serve as a practical theoretical basis for the project. 

After an in-depth exploration of the biblical, historical, theological, and 


interdisciplinary foundations, Chapter six describes the project and analyzes the project 


results. The project hypothesis is that if members of the Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan 
attend a six-session biblical stewardship and financial management training workshop, 
they can learn how to save and use their money and possessions according to Higher 
purpose. This chapter systematically summarizes the data results and observations from 
the six-session project training course. Subsequently, it rigorously evaluates whether the 
initially posited hypothesis finds support in the empirical findings. Engaging in a 
thoughtful conversation about the implications of the results, the chapter delves into the 
nuances and significance of the data. 

The chapter then culminates with reflections on the learning derived from the 
research endeavor. It underscores the valuable insights gained throughout the study and 
delineates their implications for future research trajectories. The research prompts 
potential modifications to the methodology based on the insights gleaned, fostering an 
iterative and developmental approach to scholarly inquiry. The chapter concludes with a 
synthesis of the entire research journey, offering closing thoughts that encapsulate the 
study’s contributions to the existing body of knowledge. It provides a nuanced 
understanding of the project’s outcomes and sets the stage for future scholarly 


exploration and refinement. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


My spiritual journey moved through churches and environments of other cultures, 
and God gave me a calling and entrusted me with that work. In my life, synergies have 
been created based on the foundation that I grew up with through financial failures and 
successes. Some situations were common to living in different cultures in many 
countries. In my spiritual journey, God gave me a powerful experience of using biblical 
finances. I recently had about $100,000 in debt, but by using biblical financial principles, 
I paid off the debt in less than a year. The evidence that I was able to pay off debt through 


God’s provision is the basis of this DMin project. 


Ministry Context 
My context is the Nazarene Church in Petrovka, Kyrgyzstan. Kyrgyzstan is a 
Central Asian country with natural beauty and a proud nomadic tradition. The Tien Shan 
and Pamir Mountains ranges cover 65% of the country, and the average altitude is 2,750 
m, ranging from 394 m in the Fergana Valley to 7,439 m (24,409 ft) in Pik Pobedy 


(Mount Victory). ! 


: “Kyrgyzstan Geography,” https://www.countryreports.org/, last modified n.d., accessed 
December 16, 2022, https://www.countryreports.org/country/Kyrgyzstan/facts.htm. 
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There are many ethnic minorities in the country, the most prominent group being 
the Kyrgyz, who make up about 73.3% of the country’s population. Uzbeks came in 
second with 14.6%, while Russians came in third with 5.6% of the population. Dungans 
is fourth and the only other group with a share of more than 1%.” The Kyrgyz (also 
known as Kirghiz or Kyrghyz) have their roots in a Turkic ethnic group that came from 
Central Asia. The Kyrgyz people, originally known as Yenisei Kyrgyz, originated in 
present-day Mongolia, with their history dating back to 201 BC.? 

The U.S. government estimates Kyrgyzstan’s population at 6 million (mid-2020 
estimate). According to government estimates, about 90% of the population is Muslim, 
with the majority being Sunni. The government estimates that Shiites make up less than 
1% of the Muslim population. According to government estimates, about 7% of the 
population is Christian, of which about 40% are Russian Orthodox. Jews, Buddhists, 
Baha’i, and nonreligious groups make up about 3% of the population. Adherents of the 
indigenous religion of Tengrism estimate that there are 50,000 adherents in the country.* 

According to the National Statistics Committee, in 2019 (the most recent data 
available), Kyrgyz made up about 73% of the population, Uzbeks about 15%, and 
Russians about 6%. Kyrgyz and Uzbeks are Muslims, and the Russian ethnicity is mainly 


a devotee of the Russian Orthodox Church or one of several Protestant denominations. 


“Ethnic Groups of Kyrgyzstan,” worldatlas.com, last modified n.d., accessed December 16, 2022, 
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/ethnic-groups-of-kyrgyzstan.html. 


>“Rthnic Groups of Kyrgyzstan.” 
4 «9920 Report on International Religious Freedom: Kyrgyz Republic,” www.state.gov, last 


modified n.d., accessed December 16, 2022, https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-report-on-international- 
religious-freedom/kyrgyzstan/. 


Members of the Russian Orthodox Church and other non-Muslim religious groups live 
mainly in major cities. 

Kyrgyzstan is a Lower Middle-Income Country. In Kyrgyz in 2020, 25.3% of the 
population lived below the national poverty line. In 2021, the percentage of the employed 
population with under $1.90 in purchasing power per day was 0.3%.° In 2020, 18 out of 
every 1,000 babies born in the Kyrgyz Republic died before their fifth birthday.’ 

The Nazarene Church began in November 2015 with a Korean Methodist 
missionary. The gathering was worshipped at the home of a local leader, and the large 
gatherings every Sunday for worship caused problems with Muslim neighbors. The gates 
and walls were raised high to solve the problems so they could not be seen outside. 
However, Korean Methodist missionaries had to withdraw to their homeland due to their 
health concerns. Moreover, I was placed in charge of the Nazarene Church in November 
2017. 

The Nazarene Church is in Petrova (Kyrgyzstan: Ilerpopxa) in the Moscow 
region of Kyrgyzstan’s Chui Oblast. It is located two hours by car from the capital. There 
are not many areas around the church that need labor. The villagers raise livestock or 
engage in farming. People in the Petrovka region also travel to the larger city for work. 

Based on my observations and interactions with members, I have found that 
members struggle financially. There are many cases where members cannot go to the 


hospital. Because they do not have money when they are sick or do not have the money 


> «9020 Report on International Religious Freedom: Kyrgyz Republic.” 


» “Country Profile,” pip.worldbank.org, last modified n.d., accessed December 16, 2022, 
https://pip.worldbank.org/country-profiles/KGZ. 


: “Poverty Data: Kyrgyz Republic,” www.adb.org, last modified n.d., accessed December 16, 
2022, https://www.adb.org/countries/kyrgyz-republic/poverty. 


to get medical care and buy medicine, they may be unable to pay rent and maintenance 
fees in the house they rent. So, they continue to go into debt, and when they do not have 
money, they bring in goods from the grocery store on credit. So, some of the members 
also move to Russia to work. Kyrgyzstan is a member of the Eurasian Economic Union 
and provides migrant labor to the other countries. 

Since the mid-2000s, labor migration in Russia has surged. A common finding is 
that 80% of workers leaving Kyrgyzstan are employed in jobs in Russia, and 80% of 
foreign currency remitted to Kyrgyzstan comes from Kyrgyz workers in Russia. Kyrgyz 
people work as hourly workers in fast-food chains, construction site workers, private taxi 
drivers, local store clerks, and apartment management offices, the leading low-wage labor 
market in Russia. Due to the nature of the so-called remittance economy, a recession or 
boom of the Russian economy directly affects the reduction or increase of employment 
opportunities for migrant Kyrgyz people, wage levels, and the social welfare of migrant 
Kyrgyz people. These, in turn, affect the socio-economic situation in Kyrgyzstan.® 

Money problems and challenges are destroying families and leaving Christians in 
debt. The problem is that Christians are unaware of God’s principles for effective money 
management, and the Bible has never been taught efficient guidance on money matters. 
Members of the Nazarene Church believe in God and participate in worship in Muslim 
areas. However, they do not typically have a biblical financial management and 


stewardship concept. Because they are poor, they need more Scriptural financial 


8 mployment of foreign workers in Russia and labor migration of Kyrgyz to Russia,” 
www.emerics.org, last modified n.d., accessed December 16, 2022, 
https://www.emerics.org:446/issueDetail.es ?brdctsNo= 112223 &mid=al0200000000& &search_option=&s 
earch_keyword=&search_year=&search_month=&search_tagkeyword=&systemcode=04&search_region= 
&search_area=&currentPage=122&pageCnt=10 
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management of money and possessions. Being poor should not prevent them from living 
as stewards of God. There is an opportunity to provide additional education and 
awareness in financial management and stewardship to help members better manage their 
resources. 

Members of the Church continued to gather and worship despite the challenges of 
Covid. So, I continued to worship and maintain a consistent life of faith through 
gatherings. Given the problems identified by this contextual analysis and their strengths, 
biblical stewardship and financial management training can be helpful. As stewards, they 
will use their money and possessions wisely so that the church and members’ finances 


will be abundant. 


The Present Ministry 

The context for this DMin project is the Nazarene Church in rural Kyrgyzstan. I 
pastored this missional Church, although I did this at a distance as I currently reside in 
America after the pandemic. The mission of the Church is based on five values. The five 
values of compassion, prayer, worship, Bible reading, and love are for building God’s 
kingdom. 

For worship, I repaired a shed in a local house. I also invited Muslim neighbors. I 
encouraged church members to share the gospel and provide neighbors and relatives with 
necessary medical care, clothing, and food. Local people and believers are growing in 
faith by reading God’s Word. I volunteered with local leaders and went to a landfill 
village called “Polygon” in northern Bishkek, the capital of Kyrgyzstan, to share and 


evangelize. 
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To support myself at the rural house church, I took advantage of my heritage and 
raised sheep, cattle, and poultry at home. The church received sponsorship of cattle and 
sheep, mainly through NGOs and Chinese and Korean churches. This rural ministry work 
has dramatically strengthened both leaders and believers. 

Starting in April 2020, due to the COVID pandemic, I transformed the church 
work into a missionary form that suited the situation in Korea. I sold sheep and cattle 
raised with church members to help the church become economically self-sufficient. I 
distributed them as disaster relief funds to leaders, church members, and needy 
neighbors. Through the Bible Doubling Movement and WhatsApp, the most commonly 
used messenger in the local area, leaders and believers recorded and shared their daily 
Bible readings. I also wrote prayers and meditations, which were to train and nurture 
them through the messenger. 

I counseled church members, recommended jobs, and helped them sustain their 
livelihoods. I assigned each member to do what they can do well. They have prayed for 
ways to stay at home and make the church self-reliant, such as through building repairs, 


cattle, and sheep, and sewing. 


My Spiritual Journey 
My spiritual journey began in the late 1970s in Gangwon-do, South Korea. I have 
one older sister. My parents went to church, so I was baptized a few months after I was 
born. My older sister felt it unfair that she was not baptized as an infant because she was 
born when only my mother lived a religious life. When as a child I would argue with my 


sister, I would bring up that she was not baptized. When I was in kindergarten, my 
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parents would give me a dollar for the church offering. One day I spent fifty cents on toys 
and offered fifty cents. When my sister and then my parents found out, I was embarrassed 
that my mistake was known. 

My parents did not explain what an offering was financially. When I was in the 
first grade of elementary school, I often played the lottery at the stationery store in front 
of the school. I wanted to win big prizes with just a little money, so I remember choosing 
the first prize when I bought the lottery. One day when I was in the second grade of 
elementary school, a neighbor gave me a lot of money, worth about fifty dollars today. 
As soon as I got the money, I went to the stationery store and bought the toys I wanted. 
When I got money from my parents, I would immediately buy various things. I was not 
educated from a young age on the use of money, and I made purchases according to my 
desires. I had no idea that this lack of biblical principles for finance would make a big 
difference in my life. 

After graduating from the university in China, I returned to Korea. While there, I 
completed a twenty-one day fast and studied at the Institute of Healing and Spirituality. 
During my spiritual training, I learned that the more spiritual abilities I received, the 
stronger the spiritual attacks and wars became. This knowledge and experience would 
help me as a missionary. 

God allowed me to graduate from university in China, grow my faith through 
marriage, learn skills, and meet lifelong co-workers. Returning to Korea after seven 
years, there were many changes. It was as if I had re-adapted to another culture and lived. 
I was ministering in my mother church and studied theology at the Methodist Seminary. I 


served in ministry at Woosung Church in Seoul until I was sent as a missionary. In my 
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work with the youth ministry, many teenagers came to church to worship and praise. I 
also filmed, edited, and used the sermons to help the youth focus on God. I fed them 
when they were hungry with love and care, played with them, and praised God together 
with them. I also received mission training. During missionary training, I wished for a 
world mission with Chinese missionaries. 

God allowed an amazing revival in the ministry of the secondary school. 
However, in the midst of the revival of the spiritual ministry, financial problems arose. A 
deacon who I was working with advised me to invest in stocks, and I invested a lot of 
money with my house as collateral. My parents and I found it easy to invest trying to win 
big profits. Without a biblical financial education, both my parents and I fell into Satan’s 
temptations and fell into debt. The greed to win big prizes by investing small amounts of 
money like I used to do when I was a child allowed me to fall into Satan’s temptation 


again as an adult. I did not receive my reward until I was sent as a missionary. 


My Ministry Journey 

Winters in Kyrgyzstan are very long. Half the year is like winter. In the winter of 
2018, the air pollution was severe due to the use of coal in the city. An aging 
cogeneration power plant and five million used cars made Bishkek, the capital city, and 
New Delhi, India, first and second in air pollution. Therefore, the health of my family 
deteriorated and suffered for a long time. Recognizing that it was an air problem, I looked 
for an air purifier in Kyrgyzstan, but it was difficult to purchase even at an outrageous 
price since there were almost none in the capital city. Being close to the border with 


China, I purchased one from an air purifier factory in Guangzhou, China. The Chinese 
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president of the company was a Christian and so I was able to open a small international 
distribution company making it possible to purchase an air purifier in Kyrgyzstan for 
$100. Many missionaries have purchased one to keep them healthy in winter. 

Some profits were made while the air purifier business was in progress. I decided 
to purchase a laptop through an overseas platform. Unfortunately, this led me into a scam 
where I was led to believe I could make a lot of money buying and selling laptops. I had 
forgotten about being scammed several years earlier by investing in stocks and I made the 
same mistake again. As a missionary and pastor, I have found that I have a major 
problem trying to hold to biblical principles with regard to finances. 

While serving in Kyrgyzstan, I became an illegal resident. Due to the pandemic, I 
could not manage the visa issues. However, God allowed our family to fly back to Korea 
on a chartered plane. However, I fell again into a financial problem. I was asked to help 
build a 120 million won (around $100,000) solar power plant. I believed the words of the 
construction company that told me that it would pay off slowly, so the construction 
company started the construction without hesitation. I was once again in debt. 

As I became a debtor missionary again, I decided to take a class at the King’s 
Finance School. There, I heard God ask me, “Where is your sense of security?” God told 
me to break the incense alabaster box and give everything I had. The money I had saved 
over the past seven years was 10,000 dollars, our entire property. During the pandemic, I 
had to spend money on missionary work and live in Korea. In this situation of having to 
prepare the cost of missionary training during the sabbatical year and paying off debts 
right away, giving the money away would destroy everything I had in a situation that was 


insufficient even if I had saved even more. After praying with my wife, I decided to 
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donate the $10,000. The recipient of the donation was much richer than we were, 
however. I thought to myself, “Why do they need ten thousand dollars?” “Did my wife 
and I hear the wrong voice?” However, I came to know while studying at the King’s 
School of Finance, that if I listened to the voice of the Lord and responded, I would know 
not only riches but also truth. God is multiplying by giving gifts and opening the door of 
ministry for the expansion of the kingdom of heaven. 

I had no money, so I was humbled. What I learned while attending King’s School 
of Finance was that loans are debts, so do not take loans to pay off debts. My wife and I 
thought that I would not be able to go to the mission field if I had to pay the debt again. 
My reality was that I could not go back to the mission field if I could not settle this debt 
now. 

My family started a debt repayment project to survive. I exchange all foreign 
money, even a penny, and a wedding ring. I sold silver and gold items, canceled life 
insurance, exchanged gift certificates for cash, sold books, and even. picked and sold 
apples. I did everything I could. I saved 8 million won (almost $6,700) and sent it to the 
representative of the construction company along with a long letter. There was no reply 
from him, and the pressure to get a loan continued. However, I prayed and received 
answers to every little thing, recorded in our prayer notebooks, and paid off our debts. 

After starting the budget of faith, I immediately started the “SK” ministry, which 
spreads the love of Jesus through food and goods to the poor within a 5km radius. On 
December 12, 2020, the relief ministry began at Namdaecheon Bridge in Gangneung and 
continued to Seoul. I visited the elderly living alone and those left behind in Baeksa 


Village, where Cheonggyecheon emigrants live. The people talked about needs, but my 
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budget was too small to meet them. However, according to my faith’s budget, I did not 


purchase what I did not need and only used the money to pay off debt and to continue the 
“5K Movement” in Seoul, Taebaek, and Kyrgyzstan. Compassion ministries serving the 
poor have surprisingly begun to open up the financial pipeline. Money was deposited that 
I thought I would never get because it took too long. I got a call after eight years from a 
graduate school classmate who thought of me and called. They sent me living expenses. 

Another person sent us 35 million won ($29,000) as compensation to pay off our 
debt. I paid off 1.2 million won ($1,000) in November, 10.8 million won ($9,000) in 
December, and 42 million won ($35,000) in January for a total of 54 million won 
($45,000) in 40 days after I started the debt repayment project. It was an unimaginable 
supply for a penniless missionary who had just left the mission field and had no income. 
Since I live in the mountains, I prayed for a seven-seat, four-wheeled vehicle. After 
praying, I received a seven-seater “Orlando” minivan. The CEO of the solar panel 
installation company, who told me to repay the money by taking out a loan with a high- 
interest rate, trusted me and waited for me to repay the debt when I started to do my best 
to repay the money. I experienced deeply that the Kingdom of God is not a country of 
buying and selling, but of giving and receiving. 

During a class in finance school, I received a flow of $10,000, the same amount I 
had saved up in seven years. I was married in China. China has a very special meaning to 
me. This is where I received the Holy Spirit, received a missionary call, and even got 
married while studying there for seven years. I continued to pray for cooperating 
missionaries and sponsors to come from China. What I prayed for was flowed through a 


business owner in China. After graduating from the King’s School of Finance, a miracle 
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happened to my family While I was doing my best to repay my debt, my father received 


my grandfather’s compensation for performing special missions during the Korean War 
70 years ago. With supernatural finances, I was able to pay off the debt through the 
compensation. In this way, the Lord wanted to inform and teach that He lives and works 
on those who continue to depend on and obey God’s financial principles. 

“This has been my practice: I obey your precepts.” (Psalms 119:56). All I had to 
do was stand there wherever the Lord called me, whether it was by the brook Cherit or 
the land of Zarephath, and whether it was a raven or a widow, I had to depend on the 
Lord’s method of supply. I was grateful that I walked the journey of obedience and trust 
every day, breaking the precious alabaster jar and experiencing the spectacular provision 
and existence of God on the journey of faith. 

Throughout my life, God gave me training in ministry. He sent me to other 
cultures to do missionary and pastoral work. I was not afraid of new places and 
environments, and I moved forward in faith. However, as a pastor and missionary since I 
was young, I experienced many large and small frauds due to dishonest financial use and 
temptation of money. It was the result of putting money ahead of God. I would act before 
receiving an answer to God through prayer. Through the Biblical Finance School, I 
learned how to use the wealth God has given me and experienced God’s provision. I have 
experienced how families, churches, organizations, regions, and countries can make a 
difference by redefining and using finances. I have had the opportunity to learn and 


develop stewardship in God’s way. 
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Developing the Synergy 


I studied abroad in China. I received a missionary call while attending a Korean 
church in Beijing. I bought a few motorcycles as a means of transportation while 
studying abroad, and since my major was film photography, I also bought a camera and 
an expensive camcorder. I bought electronics and other things I wanted to buy with the 
living expenses I received from my parents when I was studying abroad, saving as much 
as possible on food, clothing, and shelter. My financial goal was to buy what I wanted. I 
lived with the satisfaction of living by making a wish list. I was trained in the Bible and 
missions at church, but not in finance. 

After studying abroad, I went to a seminary in Korea and served in a church. I got 
a small amount of money doing church work. The cost of raising children was high, and 
the economic structure of our family was breaking down because of the many things I 
needed. So, I bought whatever came to mind without prioritizing what I wanted to buy, 
even though it was hard financially. 

While I was living a financially poor life, the church deacon told me to invest in 
stocks. The deacon’s husband was a representative of a famous securities company. And 
that deacon was a co-worker who worked with me in the same department for three years. 
I believed the deacon’s words. I persuaded my parents by considering only the terms and 
comments of the deacon and not knowing anything about stocks. And I took out a 
$200,000 loan from the bank using my parents’ house as collateral. In the end, my 
parents and I were deceived by the deacon and did not receive the $200,000. As it turned 


out later, she had, to a great extent, plunged the entire church into a stock scam. The 
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deacon’s husband’s life was shattered, and she is still living in and out of prison. Of 
course, she could not go to church. 

I received a missionary call and went to seminary, but the temptation of money 
deceived me. I did not know what the lure of money was. I fell into the trap of money and 
became a debtor because I did not receive a biblical financial education either at church, 
in the pastoral seminary course, or even from my parents. However, I received a 
missionary call, received missionary training, and was sent as a missionary. And even in 
the missionary training course, I did not receive any biblical financial education. 

I was sent to Kyrgyzstan, a foreign country, as a pastor and missionary. 
Missionary work can only be done with financial support, but it was difficult with church 
support. My living expenses became my service expenses. So, I reduced the children’s 
education expenses in a situation where I could no longer minimize food, clothing, and 
shelter. So, the children were often homeschooled. Such a life was never a life that 
glorified the Lord. Then, I could not use my old laptop, so I ordered it internationally 
through Alibaba’s Chinese platform. I ordered two of the cheapest laptops. The price was 
unimaginably low. I was trying to profit by keeping one laptop for myself and selling the 
other. I was happy to think of such plans. I was proud of it because it seemed that I had 
found information that gave a bright light to our cost of living, which was starved for 
money. However, the overseas store requested the price of 8 units, saying that they sent 
ten teams due to a packaging mistake, so I deposited without asking or questioning my 
wife. After that, various additional amounts such as customs were requested. I was 


thinking of getting a team and selling it, not letting that sweet bait go, and I kept spending 
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the extra money, but the laptops never came into my hands. Again, I could not resist the 
temptation of money and I was scammed. 

Due to the 2020 Corona Pandemic, I left Kyrgyzstan, the mission field, and went 
to Korea by chartered plane. I was preparing to spend a sabbatical in the U.S. for the first 
time in 7 years, but I had no choice but to stay in Korea due to the pandemic. At that 
time, the U.S. embassy was not doing visa services. I was a missionary who left the 
mission field, and I had the burden of missionary work in my heart. In Korea, I could not 
freely gather and worship at church due to the coronavirus. Outside the metropolitan area, 
a limited number of people were allowed to gather at the church. I participated in a 
“financial revival” near where I live. I did not receive biblical financial education from 
my parents, church, mission training, or seminary, but I did receive biblical financial 
teaching through the financial revival meeting. 

At the revival meeting, I heard a voice from God to support others with my 
money. I suffered for a long time after hearing the voice. I saved ten thousand dollars for 
seven years at $100 a month for a sabbatical year. God wanted me to give my entire 
fortune while receiving a biblical financial education. It was the confession of God as the 
owner of wealth. It was a confession that wealth was not my master, but God was my 
master. I have always been tempted by money, and money is my master and a sense of 
security. I was living the life of a money slave. Money slaves say they believe in God, but 
they come to realize that they have believed in money and have lived their lives. I learned 
to live by faith, not to become a slave to wealth but to treat it as a slave master. 

Since I majored in photography at the Communication University of China, I had 


an extremely expensive camcorder and camera. When I worked with a good camcorder, 
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people helped me and envied me. God told me to give the costliest things to the church. 
For me now, camcorders are a luxury item. After that, my camera was also given to those 
preparing to start a business. God has trained me to manage wealth. Now I have luxury 
items sent to where they are needed. I was introduced to the life of a steward who knows 
how to work wealth rather than owning it like a treasure. 

The life of a steward was not about living a life of getting what is mine. 
Stewardship included getting what I needed in God’s time. Up until now, I have lived a 
life where if I needed anything, I had to purchase it with a credit card and pay off the 
debt. If I have a credit card, then I do not need to wait for God’s time in prayer. I cut off 
my credit card and trained myself to wait for God’s supply. I received God’s supplies one 
by one without using a credit card. God’s provision came in various forms. I also got a 
seven-seater minivan from God’s collection. With God’s provision, I was able to pay off 
a debt of $100,000 in one year. It was done in both directions when managing wealth 
well as stewards. My life in the past was stingy with others and generous with me. I was 
in debt with a credit card and could not give it to others because I had to pay it off. As I 
came to believe in God’s provision, I found that I became increasingly distant from the 
temptation of money. I have come to trust more and more in the God who provides. I 
have learned to live a life of giving, sending what I do not need and what is overflowing 
to where it is needed. 

I learned about and experienced wealth, scriptures about which appears 3,000 
times in the Old and New Testaments. God wants us to be faithful even though I have 


very little wealth and God will make it double. The kingdom of God is a multiplying 
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kingdom. If God’s children live a biblically faithful life of wealth, they can live a doubled 


life. 

Christians need continuous biblical financial education and practice. Financial 
education does not happen automatically by listening to sermons at church every week. 
And just having biblical financial teaching will not help you win the temptation to 
money. People must believe that God is the owner and provider of wealth. First, a leader 
must use and manage the wealth God has given him according to Providential intent. 

From an early age, I became a pastor without biblical financial education. While 
serving as a missionary, I had no choice but to live a life of failure as a debtor because of 
temptation with money. He gave me a strong testimony by training the life of a steward. 
And God gave us the command to multiply the steward’s life. 

God did not send me back to the mission field, but I came to the United States, 
where I enrolled in the DMin course at United Theological Seminary and gave me an 
understanding of my life’s journey and the problems of the Nazarene Church in 
Kyrgyzstan. 

When I documented my spiritual journey, I realized the seduction of money from 
an early age and the absence of biblical financial education. I saw that not only me, but 
most people did not spend their money according to Spiritual guidance. When I prepare 
my project, I want it to be a complete spiritual, financial education project organized 
biblically, theologically, and historically. When the church is biblically faithful to wealth, 


it can multiply and influence the world. 
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The subject of my ministry is a life of biblical financial principles. My DMin 


project hypothesizes that churches thrive when they live biblically faithful to wealth and 
influence the world. 

A problem identified in the context of my ministry has been the poor management 
of church property and resources. Christians do not know God’s principles of managing 
wealth, and there is little education or preaching about money in the Bible. There is no 
clear understanding of the type and purpose of giving from children to adults. CEO John 
Lee, a stock investment expert, said, “The church is money taboo and even tells you to 
stay away from money.” 

The identified problem is not knowing what wealth is and how to handle it. It is 
essential to deal with wealth faithfully. The life of not becoming a slave to wealth and 
learning how to see it as a slave master is achieved when one learns to live by faith. A life 
of managing wealth rather than viewing it as a treasure to be possessed is achieved when 
you train the life of a steward. It is achieved when you introduce a simple life while 
handling wealth. These exercises are the critical step in the solution. 

Some simple principles for a life of a steward include biblical teaching through 
sermons, lectures, and workshops; building financial principles as found in the Old and 
New Testament; and creating a budget of faith that include eliminating the use of credit 
cards. 

The life of a steward is about confessing “Lord of all my life is only Jesus Christ.” 
Only God is the provider of all my life. I will confess that the stability of all my life is in 
God alone. And the life of a steward becomes a life of knowing that I am not the owner 


of all my possessions, but God. God said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
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earth but lay them up in heaven” (Mt 6:19, 20). God says to live a life where you spend 


your money. So, a faithful life can be confirmed through the creation of a budget of faith. 
Through this, one is able to experience the doubling of life and the provision of God 
according to the principles of the Bible. 

As my life was biblically faithful to wealth, I could pay off a debt of $100,000 in 
one year. This testimony can be shared by all those who believe in God as my Lord and 


provider of all my life. 


Conclusion 
In my life, God gave me a mission and enabled me to do tasks through my 
experiences of living in other cultures. Having been deceived by money, been 
transformed by a biblical understanding of stewardship, and recovering financially, my 
relationship with God developed, and I grew spiritually. People who believe in God are to 
serve and help others with financial problems. When Christians who had been deceived 
and failed due to the temptation of money turn and live a life faithful to wealth according 


to Divine intention, the church can revive and influence the world. 


CHAPTER TWO 


BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Luke 16:1-13 

'He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. ? And he called 
him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of 
your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ * And the manager said to himself, 
“What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I am not 
strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. *I have decided what to do, so that when 
I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.’ ° So, 
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe 
my master?” © He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and 
sit down quickly and write fifty.” ’Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you 
owe?’ He said, “A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write 
eighty.’ ® The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons 
of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of 
light. ? And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so 
that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 

'0“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is 
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. '' If then you have not been faithful in 
the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? '* And if you have not 
been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? '? No 
servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” (ESV) ! 


Introduction 


Luke 16:1-13 is Jesus’ parable about the dishonest steward. When Jesus spoke of 


the relationship between master and steward (“manager” in the ESV), it can be inferred 


' The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 
by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
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that Jesus had the relationship between God and humanity in mind’. Luke 16 explains 
how to deal with wealth as a faithful steward. These verses were used in this project to 
provide a character foundation for Christians in the Nazarene Church who have converted 
to Christianity in the Muslim country of Kyrgyzstan to learn how to use wealth and 
church property as stewards. 

In this parable, the dishonest steward squanders his master’s wealth, so the master 
wants to fire him. Upon hearing that he was going to fired, the steward prepares for life 
after the dismissal. Upon receiving notice of dismissal, he thought and acted differently 
from how he had been living. The dishonest steward summoned the master’s debtors and 
forgave their interest*. He thought that if he forgave the debtors, they would later repay 
the favor.* 

The dishonest steward is praised for his clever deeds despite his dishonesty. The 
owner was not praising dishonesty. The owner complimented him for changing his 
attitude to a different life in the face of a crisis. By forgiving their debts, the steward 
made wealth for others, not himself, and prepared for the future, not the present.° 

The parable of Luke 16:1-13 was used to explore how to manage wealth as 
faithful stewards in our relationship with God. Through a contextual analysis and 


commentary analysis of the text, people can learn how to live as faithful stewards instead 


2 Byeong Soo Jo, How to Preach the Gospel of Luke: Luke 16 Discipleship is Needed to 
Overcome Wealth. (Seoul, SK: Duranno Press, 2007), 323. 


3 Sang Seop Yoo, Analysis to Help Preaching the Gospel of Luke (Seoul, SK: Gyujang Press, 
1998), 256. 


‘3 Yoo, Analysis to Help Preaching the Gospel of Luke, 245. 


> Fred B. Cradock, The Gospel of Luke: Commentary on the Modern Bible. Translated by Seongyu 
Park. (Seoul, SK: House of the PCK, 2010), 245. 
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of as dishonest stewards. Through studying the culture of historical and social issues, the 


parable and interpretations of Jesus helps us in our own reflections in the present age. 


Studies on the Parable of the Steward 

The parable of the steward is one of the most difficult parables in the Gospels. 
The parable is located in the parable group of Luke’s Gospel (Luke 14:7 — 16:31). Apart 
from the issue of how well Luke interpreted and reflected the meaning of Jesus’ original 
parable from an editorial perspective, this parable was presented to us as the result of the 
interpretation of the Luke community.° Existing studies on the parable of the steward 
have been developed, concentrating on specific discussions without converging to a one 
consensus or central opinion regarding the position, range, and theme of this parable in 
the context of Luke’s Gospel.’ 

Significant studies include, first, the study of the scope of the parable of the 
steward and the problem of identifying the rich owner of the text. For example, are the 
rich man and the owner appearing in verses | and 8 the same person or different people? 
In the discussion about the owner’s identity, who is the owner? Verse 8b, which is 
different from the interpretation of verses 1-7, is developed as an application and 
interpretation of Jesus himself. 

Second, many studies discuss the interpretation of the steward’s unethical act and 


the master’s praise of it. The interpretation is a major issue as most parables do not have 


: Je-hong Gu, Parables of Jesus (Seoul, SK: Korea Christian Society, 2009), 360-61. 


7 Jinsoon Song, “The Unjust and Shrewd Steward (Luke 16:1-8a) — Reading the Parable of the 
Steward from the Socio-Economic Perspective of the Lukan Community,” New Testament Discussion Vol. 
26 no. 4 (2019): 909-42, https://doi.org/10.31982/KNTS.2019.12.26.4.909. 


28 
this feature. Was the interpretation (Luke 16: 9-13) following the parable (Luke 16: 1-8) 


developed due to the community’s interest in the master’s forgiveness and tolerance?® 

Third, another major theme is economic issues. Various discussions on the text 
have been developed a range from the social and economic perspective to understanding 
the wealth of the Luke community. Often included in these discussions are issues 


regarding God’s justice.” 


An Exegesis of Luke 16:1-13 


Background of the Gospel of Luke 

The cultural background of the Gospel of Luke is mainly urban. Luke often uses 
“polis” to refer to the city’? and describes the Lord’s work as centered on the city. 
Moreover, it shows familiarity with Hellenistic cities’ structure and social organization. !' 
Luke’s audience had little experience with the upper classes of the empire. Their world 


was deeply divided between the wealthy and the rest of society. It is estimated that ninety 


8 Dennis J. Ireland, “A History of Recent Interpretation of The Parable of the Unjust Steward 
(Luke 16:1-13),” Westminster Theological Journal 51 (1989): 293-318. 


? Ireland, “A History of Recent Interpretation of The Parable of the Unjust Steward.” 

10 Rene A. Baergen, “Servant, Manager or Slave? Reading the Parable of the Rich Man and His 
Steward (Luke 16:1-8a) through the Lens of Ancient Slavery.” Studies in Religion/sciences Religieuses 35, 
no. | (2006): 25-38. https://doi.org/10.1177/000842980603500102. 


et Leander E. Keck. “Luke,” in The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary: VIII: Luke, John 
(Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2015), 9. 
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percent of people earn a living by their own work, and the remaining ten percent of 
people make a living through the labor of others.'” 

Luke’s Jesus proclaims the kingdom of God as an alternative to this imperial 
system. What is new in the kingdom of God is also continuity with the Israelite covenant 
community. Luke predicted that the kingdom of God would extend to all nations, but this 
is based on God’s promise to the Jews to bless all nations.!° 

In Luke 1:1-4, Luke describes himself as belonging to the third generation in the 
transmission of the Christian gospel. First, some eyewitnesses saw the events that formed 
the foundation of Christianity. Second, they told the early church what they knew. Third, 
Luke gathered this testimony from within the church by participating directly in the 
church’s life.'* Luke is also very consciously bringing the materials he uses into the 
church’s life. Between the sources of the Gospels and the original gospel events, there 
was an oral phase in which these materials had been tailored to the continuing needs of 
the church and put into a form applicable to a life of worship and obedience.!>° Nolland 
Jhon, writes that the sociological study of the evangelical tradition examines how the 
living functions of these sources relate to the earliest social environment of the early 


church and to all the social realities that operated in the lives of the earliest Christians. 


!2 Matthew J. M. Coomber, Aymer, Margaret, Page, Jr., Hugh R., and Page, Hugh R Jr, 
eds. Fortress Commentary on the Bible: Two Volume Set. Lanham, MD: 1517 Media, 2014), 217. 


i Coomber, Fortress Commentary on the Bible: Two Volume Set, 217. 


'4 Nolland Jhon, Word Biblical Commentary: 35a Luke 1-9: 20. Translated by Kyung Jin Kim. 
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Although no firm date can be given for the time of Luke’s writing, it is clear that 
it was written very early in the history of Christianity.'’ It is reasonable to assume that 
not much time has elapsed between the writing of the Gospel of Luke and the writing of 
the Acts of the Apostles.'® The account of Acts begins in AD 62. Therefore, the Gospel 
of Luke could not have been written much earlier than this date. The date of Luke’s 


writing may be between the early 60’s and the late 70’s of the first century.’ 


Luke’s Social Interest 

In the Gospel of Luke, it is emphasized that Jesus not only shows particular 
interest in the marginalized of society but that he often ate together them and associates 
with them. 7° The entire Gospel of Luke shows intensive interest in the underprivileged. 
Luke emphasized that Jesus lived, worked, and died for tax collectors and sinners as a 
friend. They are not people to be separated, rejected, and marginalized, but neighbors to 
be tolerated, forgiven, and lived with. The Gospel reveals the problems of conflict and 
confrontation between social classes can be resolved when living with them.”! 

It is not clear whether Luke’s community was made up of the rich or the poor, but 
Luke mainly defends the poor and writes the gospel to them. Perhaps someone in his 


community at the time was experiencing many problems due to the wide gap between the 


'7 Thon, 35b Luke 9:21-18: 34, 50. 
'8 Thon, 35b Luke 9:21-18: 34, 50. 
19 Thon, 35b Luke 9:21-18: 34, 52. 
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rich and the poor. Because only the poor are suffering more in this conflict between the 
rich and the poor, Luke is thought to be on the side of the poor and striving for their 
beautiful life.” 

Luke is more concerned with possessions and wealth than any other evangelist.”° 
Luke’s sensitivity to economic issues is revealed in his collection and introduction of 
information on possessions and wealth directly related to his economic life. Since the 
lessons on possession and the use of wealth concerning economic life belong mainly to 
Luke’s unique materials in the Gospel of Luke, Deuk Joong writes that financial issues, 
especially the correct use of money and wealth, were essential concerns for Luke. For this 
reason, Luke’s texts should be read not only with religious and religious interest but also 
with economic interest. 74 

The subject of “the parable of the dishonest steward” in Luke 16:1:13 is socio- 
economic. The original parable in verse 8 says, “When the master saw that the dishonest 
steward had acted wisely, he praised it. Because the sons of this world are wiser than the 
sons of light in matters of their generation.” But in Luke’s Gospel, verses 9-13 are added, 
and verse 9 is all about wealth.” 

However, the owner praised this steward not because of his honest, moral 
behavior but because of his intelligent and agile behavior in dealing with his crisis. For 


this reason, this parable has often been interpreted as an eschatological lesson to urge 


people to make quick religious decisions in the face of the coming kingdom and end 


22 Kim, Luke 2, 54. 
23 Kim, Luke 2, 73. 
24 kim, Luke 2, 73. 
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times. Of course, it is possible that this could have been the original intention of Jesus 
when he spoke this parable. But that’s not Luke’s concern. Luke changed this parable 
from an eschatological lesson to a general lifestyle lesson by adding verses 9-13. Luke 
adds verse 9 and says, “Make friends with unrighteous riches, and when those riches run 
out, you will be welcomed into the eternal tabernacle.” Then again, in verse 11, “If you 
are not faithful in using your unrighteous riches, who will entrust you with your true 
riches?” He encourages faithful use of unrighteous riches. Luke’s attention is focused on 
the proper and wise use of wealth. *° 

In Luke’s hands, this parable has gone from an eschatological parable that teaches 
us to be wise in an impending end time crisis to a socioeconomic metaphor that teaches 
us how to use our wealth here and now while people have it. Thus, this parable is no 
longer an eschatological metaphor but a socioeconomic metaphor and should be read 
from that perspective.”’ 

When considered, it can be seen that this parable is deeply related to wealth. It 
becomes even more apparent when it sees the parable in Luke 16: “The Pharisees, who 
were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him.” (Luke 16:14). The 
“parable of the rich man and the beggar Lazarus” (16:19-31), which appears after the 
parable, is an example of a more direct lesson related to wealth. For example, if the rich 
represent those enslaved to wealth, Lazarus the beggar represents the poor who transcend 


wealth. -Seeing that both parables that appear in the context before and after the parable 
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in verse 13 are deeply related to wealth, it confirms that the theological interest of Luke’s 


Gospel places a great deal of weight on the theme of poverty. 


Scope of the Parable 

Determining the scope of the parable in Luke 16:1-13 is not simple. The Greek 
term ‘oj kuvrio’ (usually translated as “owner” or “manager”) can be interpreted in both 
grammatical and content terms. No matter how it is interpreted, there is ambiguity in 
distinguishing the identity and character to whom the owner refers. 

Representatively, Jeremias explains that this parable ends in verse 7, and verse 8a 
is understood as the application of the parable by Jesus. Moreover, he argues that verse 9 
is an entirely different application of the parable from that which is given in verse 8a.78 
Richard H. Hiers, associate professor of religion at the University of Florida, explains 
that Luke 16:9 does not simply adhere to parables, but is an integral part of it. He 
explains that it leads to Luke’s conception of Jesus’ purpose in telling the parable and 
possibly Jesus’ intention.” 

In this exegesis, ‘oj kuvrio’ in verse 8 is regarded as the master of the parable. 
This term refers to the same person at the conclusion of the parable. Further, it consider 
verses 9-13 an application of Luke’ interpretation of the parable to his hearers. 


Verses 9-12 present Luke’s interpretative application that the children of light 


must transcend wealth. It is hard to deny when looking at the lesson stated in verse 13, 
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“You cannot serve God and money,” and verse 14, “The Pharisees listened to all these 
things and ridiculed Jesus because they loved money.” If this theme is clear from the 
parable of the steward, the lesson of the parable directly presented by Luke is also clear. 
The steward’s act of indemnity (16:5-7) should be viewed from the perspective that he 
transcended unrighteous wealth rather than clinging to it.°° 

Therefore, it is necessary to examine the parables before and after Luke 16:1-13 
from the wealth perspective. The core theme of the “parable of the prodigal son” (Luke 
15:11-32) cannot be said to be the matter of wealth. However, it cannot be denied that the 
matter of wealth is a significant subject in this parable as the prodigal squanders his 
inheritance.*! When considered, it can be seen that this parable is deeply related to wealth. 
It becomes even more apparent when it sees the parable in Luke 16: “The Pharisees, who 
were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him.” (Luke 16:14). 

The “parable of the rich man and the beggar Lazarus” (16:19-31), which appears 
after the parable, is an example of a more direct lesson related to wealth. For example, if 
the rich represent those enslaved to wealth, Lazarus the beggar represents the poor who 
transcend wealth. -Seeing that both parables that appear in the context before and after 
the parable in verse 13 are deeply related to wealth, it confirms that the theological 


interest of Luke’s Gospel places a great deal of weight on the theme of poverty.” 


Structure of the Parable 
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Luke 16:1-13 is largely divided into two parts. Part one, verses 1-8, is the parable 


of the unjust steward. Part two, verses 9-13, corresponds to the application or 
interpretation of the parable. Part two, verses 9-13, can also be subdivided into two parts. 
Verse 9 is regarded as a direct application of the parable while verses 10-13 correspond 


to applications derived or expanded from the parable. Schematically, it looks like this: 


16:1-8: Parable text 
1: Introduction to the parable 
2: Master’s Rebuke 
3-7: Steward’s Response 


8: Conclusion of the parable 


16:9-13: application of the parable 
9: A direct lesson from the parable 
10 — 13: Lessons derived from, or extended from, the parable 
10: Loyalty and injustice in the small and the great 
11 — 12: Lessons in Loyalty 


13: People cannot serve both God and money. 


An Exegesis 

The Greek word for steward (or manager) is “oikonomos.” In the New Testament, 
it is used in three senses. In this text “oikonomos” refers to a property or real estate 
manager. The master tells the steward who has wasted his wealth that he will not be able 
to continue his stewardship. The verb form of the noun form “oikonomos” meaning 


“steward,” is used for “continue to do stewardship.” So, it means “there will be no 
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stewardship.” This phrase indicates that the “steward” is an employee, not a servant or a 
slave.*? 

The verb for “wasted” in 16:1 is “diascorpizein.” This is the same word used in 
Luke 15:13 for the prodigal son who wasted his father’s inheritance. In the New 
Testament, this verb in this form only occurs in these two places. The root of this word 
means to scatter and the prefix “dia” puts an emphasis as in thoroughly or widely. In the 
context of both uses of this verb, the emphasis is widely scattering in a wasteful 
manner.** A faithful steward would be careful in the use of his master’s money. A 
dishonest manager scatters his master’s money in a haphazard way which thoroughly 
wastes it. 

This steward had no ability to do manual work as he states, “I am not strong 
enough to dig.” This is mostly likely because he was accustomed to the office job of 
managing. He had become physically soft in his job. In addition to his physical weakness, 
problems, he also has a psychological problem as he states, “I am ashamed to beg.” He is 
in a crisis as he is about to lose his only means by which to financially live. But the 
steward quickly begins to pay attention to what would happen after his position is taken 
away. He quickly implements his own plan so that he can be welcomed and helped by his 
debtors after his job loss. Wasteful spending only looks at the present. Now the steward is 
wisely looking to the future. 

The steward summons the debtors to the master one by one and makes them 


change by reducing the amount of the debt. Only two cases are representatively 
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introduced. One hundred measures of oil are reduced to fifty. One hundred measures of 
wheat are reduced to eighty. It is not necessary to understand that the steward has done 
this by voiding or forging the rest of his master’s debt. According to Ellis, “What the 
steward has cut is the portion of the steward’s interests, according to Palestinian custom 
of brokers and usury. He gave up his interests to please the debtors.”*> This means that 
the steward paid himself out of his master’s debts by overcharging the debtors, like a loan 
fee. He was not necessarily cheating his master, but only giving up his fees to ingratiate 
himself to the debtors. Note that this being the case, the steward is wisely giving up some 
short-term gains for the longer-term relationships with the debtors. 

The Greek word for a master is “kyrios,” which can also be translated “lord.” 
There has been much debate about whether this refers to the owner in the parable or the 
Lord who spoke the parable. If viewed as an eschatological parable, then “Lord” would 
refer to God. However, viewed as a socio-economic parable, “lord” would refer to the 
“master” of the parable, who is referred to as “the rich man” (16:1). 

It has been questioned how a master could “commend” his “unrighteous” steward. 
But it was not the steward’s “injustice” that he praised here, but his “shrewdness” for his 
agility in the face of crisis. 

There is a significant difference between a master praising a dishonest steward for 
acting wisely and a master praising a wise steward for performing unrighteously. For this 
reason, the explanation is added that the sons of this generation are wiser in their time 


than the sons of light. In other words, the wisdom of the dishonest steward is being 
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compared with the knowledge of the sons of this generation. Sons of Light are the 
designations for Christian disciples. 

From verse 9, the application and interpretation of the parable are given, 
presumably as an addition by Luke the author. “And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails, they may receive you 
into the eternal dwellings.” A wealth of unrighteousness does not mean “dirty wealth” but 
rather refers to “worldly possessions,” that is, wealth belonging to the “unrighteous 
generation.” Opinions differ as to what or who “friend” means in the phrase “make 
friends.” This could refer to the God, poor people, angels, etc. If referring to “poor 
people” here, making friends can be interpreted to mean alms giving.*° 

The phrase, “they may receive you” reflects on the eschatological and socio- 
economic interpretations of the passage. The subject of the verb “to receive” or “they” 
may also be used as a euphemism for “God” or “angels” or those who have received 
alms.°’ “God” or “angels” would refer to the end time reward. However, serving the poor 
would refer to the application of this parable to present situations. 

The eternal dwelling in verse 9 refers to a “tent” (“skene” in the in the original 
Greek). This tent is the tabernacle God has Moses and the people build in Exodus. In the 
opinion of the Jews, the tent life in the wilderness was the idealized time of living with 
God. The tabernacle represented God’s presence among the people and therefore 


represents the dwelling place of the righteous. Unlike the tabernacle on earth, the eternal 
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tabernacle in heaven can be interpreted as a place of salvation for the righteous to dwell 
eternally with God. 

Concerning the misuse of the master’s wealth, Luke emphasizes that the disciples 
should be very faithful even in the smallest of things, lest they mistake this dishonest 
steward as a model. There is a saying among the Jewish Midrash that “God does not 
entrust a man with a big thing until God has tested him with a small thing.” In the parable 
of the talents in Matthew, those who used their assets well were commended with, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matthew 25:21). Luke emphasizes the need to 
be “faithful” and not “unrighteous” in the use of wealth, even in “the smallest things.” 

Verse 12 reads “And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who 
will give you that which is your own?” Here, “another’s” is contrasted with “your own.” 
Some early manuscripts use “ours” in place of “your own” or “yours.”** The confusion 
seems to have arisen due to two Greek letters which are similar in shape and 
pronunciation. Thus, the latter word here could be “hymeteron” (yours) or “hemeteron” 
(ours). If we call it treasure, the former is the wealth of a foreign country from the 
people’s point of view of the kingdom of heaven, and the latter is the riches of the 
kingdom of heaven. If the kingdom’s people are not faithful in using foreign riches, that 
is, worldly riches, it is difficult for God to entrust them with heavenly riches, which are 


heavenly treasures. 
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Verse 13, originally an independent verse, appears to have been edited here by 
Luke, and the second half of verse 13 is the conclusion of a series of precepts on 
“wealth.” In verses 9, 11, and 13, the word “wealth” is used repeatedly. 

In verse 13, we read, “No servant can serve two masters.” The two masters here 
mean God and riches (or “mammon’’). “It is impossible to serve God and wealth at the 
same time.” Because the demands of God and riches can never be achieved 
simultaneously. In other words, God demands total self-sacrifice, while riches require 


1? 


claims on the self as well.°” A person cannot self-sacrifice for God while also sacrificing 


for the sake of wealth. 


Reflection 

Luke 16:1-13 supports the ministry model for biblical stewardship and financial 
management. The parable and application of the dishonest steward provides the believers 
of the Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan a model to grow in the faith of the steward. The 
goal of stewardship training is to transform lives through finances. 

A faithful steward first serves God, not mammon, the God of wealth. The 
beginning of stewardship is to serve God as the master and to acknowledge that 
possessions of the riches given on this earth belong to God, not to the stewards.*” The 
faithful steward cannot self-sacrifice to God and at the same time be sacrificing time and 


energy and talent in the service of mammon. 
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This parable is not intended to be a lesson to imitate the unethical methods of the 
dishonest steward. We should emulate his perspective and conduct regarding the future. 
When he wasted his master’s wealth, he was only considering his present enjoyment. 
When he faced the crisis of losing his job, he made plans for the future and used his 
wealth accordingly.*! Just as he used his money to get friends to help him after being 
fired, all believers are God’s stewards, so they should use God’s wealth to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ. 

When believers serve riches as their masters, they become unrighteous. In 
contrast, they become blessed when they enslave themselves to accomplish God's 
purpose. True happiness is not in having a lot of wealth but using it rightly. Using rightly 
cannot be for self-gain, but for God’s purposes. 

The riches we now have are temporarily entrusted to us and are purely God’s. The 
true and eternal riches we will receive will only be accepted when we enter into the 
eternal dwelling place of the kingdom of God. Whether or not we are entrusted with the 
true and eternal riches in God’s kingdom depends on how we handle our stewardship 
now. 

Taking on the stewardship of the correct use of wealth is ultimately a matter of 
faith. Verse 13 says that it is impossible to serve both God and money. The true exercise 
of stewardship comes only from the faith that loves God alone. When we love only God, 
God becomes the master of our age, and we become his servants and acknowledge all our 
possessions as God’s. In this awareness, believers will use their wealth according to 
Divine design. But without faith, wealth will become our master, and we will become 
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servants of wealth, using it to satisfy one’s own worldly desires. We will lose the 
stewardship that God wants us to give, and we will not be able to visit God’s eternal 
dwelling place. Therefore, the issue of the use of wealth is a major issue that determines 
whether we eventually receive eternal wealth or eternal poverty. True faith will make us 
slaves to God; without faith, we will become slaves to riches. 

People who God’s mercy has saved through Christ Jesus should invest and use 
their wealth in saving people for God’s will. To use wealth to bring people to salvation is 
to give up all that one has. In the book of Acts, we see how faithfully the teaching of 


Jesus was put into practice in the early church. 


Conclusion 

The dishonest steward was in a situation where he had to avoid punishment 
corresponding to the mistake of using his owner’s property wastefully. To overcome the 
problem, he attempted to secure friends, who would later support him, by reducing the 
debts of those who owed his master. His wise actions ensured his future well-being. 

In this parable, Jesus emphasized that all who have been warned of God’s future 
judgments should follow this steward’s example. All human beings are in a more 
dangerous predicament than this steward because their eternal destiny has not yet been 
decided. Rather than obsessing over money that will soon disappear, we should use our 
wealth for the purposes of God. This includes giving our possessions with others, 


especially those in need.*” 
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There is little awareness that Kyrgyz members of the Nazarene Church who have 


converted to Christians from Islam are stewards of God. If there is a sense of 
stewardship, then they would know how to use their material and church property. Due to 
the lack of stewardship awareness, members see the ownership of material and property 
as belonging to them rather than to God. As a result, there are cases in which wealth is 
used only for one’s own sake, and even church assets are recognized as their own and 
abused. From this point of view, stewardship education and training are required. 

The application and interpretation of the parable of Luke 16:1-13 will help train 
faithful stewards. The parable and application of the dishonest steward in Luke 16 has 
four parts that helped with this project. These parts consist of (1) using God’s 
stewardship for people, (2) investing for God’s eternal dwelling place, the kingdom of 
God, (3) using wealth as servants for God’s will, for eternal wealth, and (4) using present 
wealth as a faithful steward serving only God as master. 

Stewardship training was the essential element in designing this DMin project for 
members of the Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan. Through this project, the saints learned 
that the church’s property and ownership of their property belong to God. Saints do not 
live a life for wealth but living for God. Through this process, as faithful stewards, they 
expect God to use the wealth entrusted to them and the church according to Heavenly 


will. 


CHAPTER THREE 


HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS 


One of the principles in the Christian life is that of stewardship. A steward is in 
charge of the owner’s property and people. As such, a steward is responsible for 
protecting and managing the property and people according to the owner’s will. The New 
Testament extends this concept to mean those who are stewards of the truth and the 
church. Paul writes that Christians are to be regarded “as servants of Christ and stewards 
of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1). The Greek word for steward, Oikonomos, is used 
ten times in the New Testament alone. A person with a lot of wealth and income will hire 
an administer of this property, called a steward. 

Jesus spoke about stewardship through parables, like the one in Luke 16. Jesus 
made it possible to learn the relationship between God and man through the relationship 
between the master and the steward. Luke 16 describes how to deal with wealth as a 
faithful steward. Studying these verses can provide a character foundation for Christians 
of the Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan, who converted to Christianity from Islam. Now 
they need to learn how to use their wealth and church property as stewards. So, Luke 16 
shows how a faithful steward should live through Jesus’ parable and his interpretation. 

In this chapter, the life of George Miiller is examined. Miiller lived by the 
principle of biblical stewardship and financial management after his life changed from 


one of a dishonest steward to that of a faithful steward. The historical basis from Miiller’s 
44 
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life is particularly applicable to the Nazarene Church in today’s Kyrgyzstan as a model of 
biblical stewardship and financial management. George Miiller’s life as a steward lays 
the historical basis for the pastoral model of “Biblical Stewardship and Financial 
Management Training.” 

This chapter is organized into four sections that focus on George Miiller. The first 
section explores the life of Miiller as a dishonest steward. The second section explores his 
conversion to Christianity. The third explores his life and ministry as a faithful steward. 
The last section explores some principles that can be learned from Miiller’s stewardship. 
Miiller’s faithful stewardship resulted in him establishing orphanages and schools where 
over 10,000 orphans were fed and educated. Through historically examining Miiller’s 
stewardship principles, financial strategies are established that are applicable to members 
of the Nazarene Church who have converted to Christianity in the Muslim country in 


Kyrgyzstan. 


George Miiller’s Life 


Dishonest steward 

George Miller was born on September 27, 1805, in Kroppenstedt, Prussia.*! 
Miiller did not come from a religious background at home. His father, a tax collector was 
an unbeliever, liked alcohol and money, and raised his children according to the world’s 


principles. He quickly fell into many sins. Before he was ten, he repeatedly stole 
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government funds entrusted to his father. When he was eleven, his father sent him to 
Halberstadt to prepare for university studies. He wanted Miiller to live a comfortable life, 
not to serve God. Learning, reading fiction, and satisfying with sinful patterns were his 
favorite pastimes.” When Miiller’s mother died when he was fourteen years old, he did 
not even come home from playing cards with his friends until 2:00 in the morning. Far 
from being shocked by the death of his mother, Miiller lived an even more debauched 
life.*> He lived a life of wasting his time, wealth, and talents as a dishonest steward. 

He would sometimes be scolded by his father and respond by temporarily 
studying hard to earn his father’s trust, but his heart was still focused on a dishonest life. 
He sometimes felt guilty about his bankrupt life and would occasionally decide to change 
his life, but these moments were fleeting. In reality, Miiller was a habitual thief, a 
drunkard, and a liar. >* At sixteen-years-old, he was even arrested for stealing and went to 
jail. His father paid a lot of money to release him, then took him home and beat him. 

His father sent Miiller to the University of Halle to prepare him for ministry.> 
Miller wrote, “not, indeed, that thus I might serve God, but that I might have a 
comfortable living.” His father did expect Miiller to start a new life at university.°° At the 
age of 20, he received an excellent recommendation and became a student at Halle 


University, where he was also permitted to preach in the Lutheran Church. Even at this 
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time, if he had any money, he squandered it on a life of debauchery. He spent all of his 
money on items such as watches and fancy clothes, and even borrowed money to spend 
more. He still knew nothing of God and had no interest. Deep in his heart, he wanted to 
quit this miserable life, but it was impossible for him because of his hedonistic passions; 
he lacked the power to do good. He had read none of several hundred books that he later 
owned, and he certainly did not read the Bible. Worship was seldom attended, and he had 
never heard a sermon on the gospel. Although he was a seminary student, he did not 
know basic Christian doctrine and was utterly ignorant of Jesus or the work of the Holy 
Spirit.°’ George Miiller’s life up to this point was not a life of serving God as his master 
but a life of a dishonest steward, wasting wealth and money according to worldly 


pleasures and lusts. 


Conversion 

Yet God showed grace to George Miiller, the dishonest steward, even as he was 
more careless of God than ever. He had no Bible, had not read the Bible for years, and 
rarely attended church. And according to his custom, he served the Lord’s Supper twice a 
year.°® On a Saturday afternoon in mid-November 1825, when Miiller was twenty, he was 
invited to a Bible study; by God’s grace he felt a desire to go there. “I felt like I had 
found something I had been looking for my whole life. I wanted to go right away. They 
read the Bible, sang, prayed, and read the printed sermons.” Surprisingly, Miiller said: 


“The whole thing made a deep impression on me. I was happy, but if someone had asked 
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me why I was happy, I would not have been able to explain clearly. I have no doubts at 
all. That evening God began a work of grace in me. That evening was a turning point in 
my life.” After singing the hymn, Brother Kaiser, who was later to be a missionary to 
Africa, knelt down and prayed to bless the meeting, and Miiller seemed to feel the 
powerful presence of God right next to him. Miiller had never seen anyone kneel in 
prayer before. So, he was very moved and shocked.°’ He submitted to his Almighty God 
in true worship. That night Miiller also prayed on his knees before the living God. God’s 
work of grace in Miiller was the turning point of his life. 

From that day on, Miiller visited the Bible study regularly and read the Bible 
every day. He wrote, “This was because the Bible was so interesting that I couldn’t wait 
until Saturday’s prayer meeting.”°! His life began anew. George Miiller, who had lived 
seeking after the world, gave up on the world. He repented from the life of a dishonest 
steward who wasted resources and wasted his life to that of a life of a faithful steward 
who followed God as his master. 

He stopped associating with bad friends. He stopped going to the pubs. He 
stopped lying. Instead, he read the Bible, prayed often, and came to love his brothers and 
sisters. Although his friends ridiculed him, he even publicly testified of Jesus. He became 
more and more a believer. He even changed his ways regarding money. For example, he 
had been translating a novel from German into French as a means to finance a visit to 


Paris. Convicted by his impure motives for visiting Paris for pleasure, he burned the 
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translation without even selling it.°* He was beginning his life as a faithful steward, 


seeking God’s will concerning his finances. 


Faithful steward 

Following his conversion, Miiller began to read the missionary papers and was 
fueled by a desire to become a missionary.“ However, there was a barrier for him to 
becoming a missionary. His father’s permission was required to join a missionary 
organization. His father was financially driven and wanted his son to become a respected 
minister so he could spend his old age comfortably. However, since Miiller was trying to 
go down the path of a poor missionary, he felt a great betrayal would no longer help his 
son. 

However, Miiller knew that he could not obtain the inheritance of the kingdom of 
God while beholding to his father’s money. Although he needed more money than 
before, he was determined not to get a penny from his father. For the first time, as an act 
of independence from his earthly father, Miiller sincerely asked his heavenly Father to 
provide for his needs. Thus began the process of Miiller learning to be a faithful steward. 
To be a faithful steward, he had to trust that God would guide him in finances and all 


other matters.“ The answer to his prayer came when a Dr. Tholuck took him on as a 
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tutor, paying him enough money for tuition and living expenses. He learned that only 
God was his provider. 

On October 7, 1830, he married the bright and honest Miss Mary Groves. George 
Miiller, however, was unhappy with Mary’s glamorous things at her wedding. He thought 
that their luxurious life was against the life of Jesus, who was poor, and that they should 
keep the words Jesus spoke, “Sell your possessions and give your money to the poor” 
(Matt. 19:21). Miller and Mary decided to obey Jesus’ words and sold their fancy items 
to give to the poor.®° He knew that this was the path to be worthy to serve the Lord with 
the wealth entrusted to him as a steward.°” 

During this time period, it was the custom for churches to charge a pew fee. This 
gave the good seats in churches to those who paid the most and became a status symbol 
for the wealthy. Miiller realized that this system hindered the gospel, so he abolished it in 
the church he was serving. Even though this could have a financial impact on the church, 
the abolition of this system was a decision of faith of the faithful stewards who depended 
entirely on God for provision. 

Living faithfully was not always easy. Since they had sold their possessions to 
give to the poor, Miiller and his wife found that on November 18, 1830, they had no 
money. Being faithful, Miiller prayed to God that they needed money. He wrote that after 


four hours of prayer, “a sister gave me enough money to live for a week.” They rejoiced 


© Miiller, Autobiography of George Miiller, 120. 
saa Miiller, Autobiography of George Miiller, 83. 


of Miiller, Autobiography of George Miiller, 303. 


51 
as they experienced the Lord’s faithfulness. Over time God continued to test and 
discipline him as a faithful steward. 

In 1835, Miiller heard the heartbreaking news of a brilliant child named Colin 
who became an orphan and had to drop out of the free school and was forced live in a 
poverty-stricken camp. This stirred his heart so Miiller planned to establish an orphanage 
where children could receive God’s education while being provided food, clothing, and 
shelter. He knew the Orphan House could only be built with entire dependence upon 
God. He had no wealthy relatives or financial backers; all he had was the belief that God 
answers practical prayers.” 

He advertised the orphanage plan to his church members. The response of the 
church was cynical, with members saying that plan was too idealistic and impossible to 
realize. However, a day after the announcement, three pieces of furniture and ten sets of 
tableware were donated. Money and items continued to be donated. His wife Mary, being 
a faithful steward as well, she realized this was God’s plan and became a good 
collaborator in the orphanage. George worked as a faithful steward to the glory of God, 
and God was his master and active supporter. 

The orphanage was officially opened in May 1836. The primary purpose of the 
orphanage was to teach faith in a living God who helps those who depend on him. From 
this primary purpose flowed the second purpose: to help poor children and educate them 
in God’s way. He wrote, “I longed to have something to point to, as a visible proof, that 


our God and Father is the same faithful God as ever He was; as willing as ever to prove 
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Himself to be the LIVING GOD, in our day as formerly, to all who put their trust in 
Him.”’° Over time his orphanage system grew to multiple houses that could 
accommodate as many as 2,000 children at one time. All this was accomplished through 
the prayer of faith.”! 

The orphanage’s management principle was never to mention or raise money in 
public under any circumstances. But God moved people’s hearts and the orphanage was 
provided with food, money, and even textbooks. However, the orphanage’s finances were 
not always comfortable, and there were many difficulties.’? Miiller prayer daily for God 
to supply his needs. God did provide for his needs, but according to God’s plan. 
Sometimes God provided only as much as was needed each day. Through this daily 
process, Miiller learned total trust and patience with God as a faithful steward. 

Soon there was not enough money to pay the staff members. Henry Craik, one of 
the few people that Miiller confided in about the finances, suggested asking friends and 
supporters for help to raise money. But Miiller could not break his promise to only ask 
God. So, Miiller told the orphanage staff about the difficult financial situation.’> The 
employees volunteered not to receive a salary and instead let that money be used to run 
the orphanage. The employees also sold their unnecessary items and donated the money 
to the orphanage. As they saw modeled in the life of George Miiller, a faithful steward, 


they sold their temporary possessions because they wanted to own something eternal. 
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Eventually, the donations provided by the employees to the orphanage also were 
exhausted. Thus, the only source of finances was God. With no money left, Miller and 
the staff prayed to God about their needs. When he finished his prayers, he knew that 
God would help him. He then opened a letter that arrived at the orphanage, and there was 
ten pounds in it. God had provided.”4 

One day a widow came to an orphanage and was hesitant about where to invest 
her £500 of inheritance. Despite the significant amount, Miiller never asked her for 
financial help, although the orphanage could certainly use such a large donation. He 
remained a faithful steward by keeping his promise to rely only on God and never say a 
word to anyone about his money needs. He firmly believed that the biggest secret of 
stewardship is to remain faithful in the small things in order to receive greater things.” 
While Miiller prayed, the widow’s friends advised her not to invest in this fanatic and that 
she should invest a safe place to earn more money. A month passed, and she revisited the 
orphanage. The widow received direction from God to give her inheritance to the 
orphanage. Without ever asking the widow, Miiller received more than a year of financial 
support for the orphanage from the widow.’ 

At the end of October 1845, George Miiller received a letter from a gentleman 
complaining that the orphanage was a problem for nearby residents. Simultaneously, the 
number of children at the orphanage was increasing significantly. Through these 


circumstances and prayer, he learned that the Lord was leading them to build a new 
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building. Along with his wife and fellow ministers of the church, he began to pray for the 
construction of a new orphanage. 

On the thirty-sixth day of prayer, October 10, 1845, Miiller received a donation of 
£1,000 to construct an orphanage. He was convinced that God would provide for the rest. 
But two months passed, and no more donations came in. He wrote on December 9, “100 
days had passed since we sought God’s help for the construction, but God was still 
testing our faith and patience.”’’, George Miiller was a faithful steward, and by the grace 
of the Lord, his faith was not shaken in the slightest. 

Over that year, God had given Miller £6,304 to fund the purchase of land and 
construction of buildings in response to prayer. Faithfully believing in God’s help, he 
determined to take this road to the end. In January 1847, as the orphanage’s 
groundbreaking was approaching, he prayed even more diligently for God to send the rest 
of the building funds expeditiously. One morning during prayer, Miller became 
convinced that God would send the funds. About an hour after the prayer, £2,000 came in 
for the cost of the building. He wrote, “It was long time, but as a steward, I entrusted 
everything to the Lord and waited patiently for an answer.”””® 

Construction began for the orphanage at Ashley Down on July 5, 1847. On June 
18, 1849, about 300 orphans moved into their new home. Then, in December 1850, 
George Miiller decided to build another building that could accommodate 700 more. 
Some people heard of George Miiller’s plan and said it was impossible, but Miiller, who 


experienced God’s provision as a faithful steward, trusted God’s will and pursued it. He 
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soon accepted a £3,000 donation, the largest donation he had ever received, as evidence 
that God was pleased and would provide.” 

Miiller was a man who prayed and then was faithfully convinced that money 
would be provided when he left everything to the Lord. The greater the difficulties he 
overcame, the more he went forward with prayer and faith. Construction donations for 
the new building, however, came in very slowly as if to test his perseverance. Yet he 
trusted God, was not disappointed, and continued to pray. Miiller was convinced that he 
was to pray with patience, which he did so from May 1850 to 1851. Then someone 
donated £8,000. The money came in steadily, both large and small. Miiller and his wife 
persisted in their prayers. The second orphanage was finally completed seven years after 
he started praying. The buildings cost £35,000 from the first brick to the last, and £35,335 
was donated. God had given him 335 pounds more than what he needed. As was his 
practice, the funds were provided only through prayer without directly asking anyone for 
support.®° 

After building three orphanages, Miiller felt that these were still not enough as 
there were still many poor children who had been abandoned in the slums. He had plans 
to build two more orphanages and double the number of orphans to accommodate around 
2,000 orphans. He had to fight with the owner of Bristol Water Works Company to buy 
land. Even when the land broker became desperate because of the lack of progress, 


Miiller did not despair and did not back down because he had already experienced many 
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miracles.*' On May 7, 1866, construction began again. Ashley Down Evening was 
becoming a children’s paradise. Construction of the fourth and fifth buildings took four 
years and were both completed on January 6, 1870.°? 

There is never a limit to God’s work. Faith does not work in areas that we can do 
in our strength. There is no glory to be attributed to God in areas that people can 
accomplish on their own. Faith begins where human power ends. This was the confession 
of the faithful steward Miiller. Serving God as his Master, faithful George Miiller is 
model of a man of creative faith and prayer. He faithfully cared for and served his 


orphans until the day of his death. 


George Miiller’s Stewardship Principle 

With God’s blessing, Miiller turned into a faithful steward. This faithful life was 
not glamorous. It began as a small mission. He supported Sunday School, helped teachers 
with Christian Sunday School, distributed Bibles, and religious materials. His ministry 
grew so that he eventually cared for over 10,000 orphans in his lifetime.®* His remarkable 
life was drawn primarily from his many experiences every day in feeding thousands of 
children through prayer. 

When Miiller died, his entire personal wealth amounted to just over £169 (around 
$850 in today’s currency), of which his home effects, books, furniture, etc. made up most 


of that. The only money in his possession was around $350. He died as a poor man. 
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However, the Lord passed millions of dollars through his hands in service to the 
Kingdom. 

Miiller looked at himself as God’s steward. One of the Scriptures that influenced 
him was “give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the 
measure you get back.” (Luke 6:38, NRSV)* His implicit surrender to God’s Word led 
him to certain views and actions in relation to money, which greatly affected his future 
life. They were rooted in the conviction that money was given by God and all money 
must be applied to directly associate with God. 

Miiller outlined four important rules for stewardship. First, do not receive any 
fixed salaries, for that money can cause conflict in the service of God. There is also a risk 
that a person may depend more on the salary than on the supply of the living God. 
Second, do not ask anyone for help, even if you need help. Help is only asked of God 
through prayer because God cares for his servants and hears their prayers. Third, do not 


save money or acquire possession for one’s own sake, but to use them for God’s poor and 


God’s Kingdom’s work. Fourth, do not borrow from anyone to owe them. Only trust God 


to provide. 

We can observe and learn from the life of George Miiller as a faithful steward 
because he documented his prayers and God’s responses. When he prayed, he recorded 
the need and then recorded when, how, and through whom God answered the prayer. 


Through recording God’s answers, he could have greater faith and live as a faithful 
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steward. His record enabled him to persevere in times of hardship when he had a long 
wait for God’s timing. Through these times of waiting through difficult circumstances, he 
grew in faith with courage. 

This stewardship lifestyle of Miiller was not easy at first. However, he testified 
that he was most blessed to have his soul drawn more closely to God as he learned to rest 
and depend upon God. This fellowship with God was about pulling from heaven 


everything one needs right now in this life on earth.®° 


Application to The Nazarene Church Members Support 

This DMin Project develops the foundation of biblical financial stewardship 
training. Biblical financial stewardship training is intended to mature faith by 
experiencing God as the Lord of wealth who supplies all that is needed. Miiller, who ran 
an orphanage as a poor missionary, sought to grow in faith through God’s provision as 
God’s steward to the saints in poor countries. Following the stewardship model of George 
Miiller, eight members of the Nazarene Church will be brought through biblical financial 
stewardship. 

The personal financial stewardship training of this DMin project is based on 
George Miiller’s orphanage ministry. I hope to have participants move from a life of a 
dishonest steward to the life of a faithful steward by confessing that God, and not them, 


as the owner of their wealth. Through stewardship training according to Heavenly will, 
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even the saints living in rural areas of poor countries will be able to experience God who 
provides so that their faith can mature. 

From the training, the participants will learn to focus on the words of the steward, 
the prayer of the steward, and the finances of the steward. Eventually, they will 
experience maturity in their faith through practicing being faithful stewards. Being poor 
is no excuse to live the life of a dishonest steward. Even if the members of the church are 
poor, they can donate and serve those who are poorer than themselves. Their time, 
possessions, strength, and abilities belong to God. They were bought with His precious 
blood and thus set apart for His use. Even their poor possessions are his. 

Everything we have belongs to God. He is the Master, and we are to be the 
stewards He wants us to be.*° Life change can begin through biblical financial 
stewardship training. When members of the Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan become 
God’s stewards and decide to live their lives according to God’s Word, they will see that 
the answers to God’s promises are continuously fulfilled. Thus, their faithful stewardship 


will continue to mature. 


Conclusion 
Christians make financial decisions in almost every area of their life. However, 
many Christians do not use biblical principles for their finances. Yet all Christians are 
called to be stewards of what God has given them, although many do not live their lives 


as faithful stewards. Many do not accept their God-mandated role as stewards, and 
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therefore many live their lives as dishonest stewards. These dishonest stewards think of 
their property as their own to use as they see fit, wasting it and using it for their own 
sake. The same often applies to how churches use their resources and property. 

George Miiller’s life is a historical example of the life of a dishonest steward that 
was converted to the life of a faithful steward. As a youth and young man, he was a 
shoplifter who stole money from his father’s pocket and wasted his wealth on alcohol and 
gambling. When he became a Christian, he realized that everything must come from God. 
He wrote, “all teachings and supplies must be from God, not men.”®’ He then lived a life 
waiting for the Lord’s answer. 

AS a poor man starting an orphanage, he did not directly ask for help from 
anyone. He sought all the means necessary to establish and operate the orphanage with 
prayer and faith alone. As a faithful steward, Miiller lived a life full of examples of how 
God provided in abundance for his needs. He started working in an orphanage with 30 
orphans in a rented house. This grew to a ministry that owned multiple buildings and 
served over 100,000 orphans in his lifetime. All of this occurred through faith and 
answered prayer and never through appeals for money. In order to encourage his faith, as 
well as others, he wrote down what he needed and then how God provided the answer to 
his needs. 

The spirit and actions of stewardship in the life of George Miiller now serve as a 
suitable historical basis for strengthening the stewardship of members of the Nazarene 
Church. This DMin project is the beginning of the faith maturation of members of the 


Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan. Through Miiller’s example used in the project, 
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participants realized that all Christians are stewards of God’s calling. They learned to 
move from being dishonest stewards to faithful stewards like George Miller. 

There were basic steps that Miller applied in his life, which formed the basis of 
this project. First, the participants learned not serve wealth, but only God as their master. 
Second, they were encouraged to pray only to God for their needs, without telling people. 
Third, they were to use some of their resources for the poor and the work of God’s 
kingdom. Fourth, they were to move towards being debt-free, not owing anyone but 
trusting God to provide. Fifth, they were to record their prayers as faithful stewards, 
writing down the resources they needed and how God provided those resources in 
answered prayer. 

From the life and ministry of George Miiller, Christians can learn how to practice 
biblical financial stewardship. Like Miiller, Christians can be transformed into faithful 
stewards, no matter how unrighteous they may have been. Furthermore, God’s blessing 
lies in this element of stewardship. God’s blessings are fulfilled through faithful stewards 


in the world.®® 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Stewardship is the broad subject of this DMin project. Members of the Nazarene 
Church in Kyrgyzstan who are experiencing financial difficulties were instructed through 
the project on how to be stewards of God’s wealth and improve their management skills 
through stewardship financial training. This Theological Foundation identifies the 
theology of stewardship that supported the DMin project. 

This foundation provides a theology of stewardship for members of the Nazarene 
Church. A theology of stewardship is established so members can adequately use their 
possessions according to God's purpose as God’s stewards. A theology of stewardship 
analyzes the doctrine of stewardship and explains the themes and problems associated 
with stewardship. This chapter analyzes the theology of stewardship from various 
theologians and its relevance to the project. 

The size of national, corporate, and individual debt is exploding. More than one 
million individuals in the United States file for bankruptcy each year. According to a 
Gallup poll, most divorces are due to financial problems in the family.' Christian 
marriages are sadly no different. Many Christians worry about finances and wander away 


from faithful stewardship. Even Christians who have been to church for a long time do 
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not have a clear knowledge of who truly owns their wealth or how to deal with money as 


they live their lives. Moreover, they live a life that follows after money. In this age of 
material civilization, money is taking the place of God. To modern people, “money” is 
idolized beyond what is recognized as indispensable, and money becomes the top 
priority. 

To solve that problem, the foundation of theology of stewardship establishes that 
God is the owner of all things, including all our money. People are the stewards of all that 
God owns, including money. Moreover, this foundation analyzes the principles of 
managing finances with regard to biblical financial principles. In the theology of 
stewardship presented herein, there will be a focus on the aspects of money and 


possessions. 


Theology of Stewardship 


Theology of Stewardship 

Theology can be defined simply as the scientific self-consciousness of the Church 
or the ecclesial science of Christianity.? Theology is the Church’s effort to conceive of 
faith and the meaning of life as completely and coherently as possible. Theology has the 
same stewardship and relation to life as the philosophy of life.* 

Theology is considered the profession of a small group of scholars who conduct 


spiritual analysis and debate. In contrast, stewardship refers to worldly things such as 
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money and is considered the concern of practical men of action. But a theology of 
stewardship can be an understanding of the Christian significance of the holistic life.* 

Theology of stewardship can offer an understanding of the Christian life in 
totality.” T.K. Thompson describes the stewardship of Contemporary theology as an 
attempt to provide dynamic Christian insight into the unavoidable problems of modern 
Christians.° This would apply to both individual Christians and their congregations. 

The foundations of the theology of stewardship present principles that will 
advance the understanding of this DMin project. Members of the Nazarene Church will 
learn how to improve the management of money and possessions as stewards. The goal is 


for them to replace the standards of worldly values with the will of their Lord and God. 


Meaning of the Word Steward 

The New Testament uses the Greek word “Oikonomos,” which is translated 
typically as “steward” in various forms. Oikonomos originally meant housekeeper. 
Gradually, its meaning was extended to include a person who manages the affairs of 
others. Therefore, the New Testament steward is the servant in charge of the owner’s 
property and affairs.’ 

In religious terms, stewardship refers to a person’s condition under God. God is 


the ultimate owner of all creation. Humanity has been charged to be a responsible servant 
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and is entrusted in the right handling of the property and affairs of the divine Master. 


Stewardship, rightly understood, is like a program that puts Christ into every aspect of 
our daily life.® 

The theology of stewardship affirms that the members of the church are not the 
masters of all money and all things, but that they are stewards of God’s possessions. The 
foundation of the theology of stewardship is to use their wealth according to God’s will, 
not according to their thoughts. The application of this foundation of theology of 


Stewardship will lead to the DMin project being more effective. 


The Main Themes of Theology of Stewardship 


God is the Owner of All Things 

God is the owner of all things. An essential theme of the theology of Stewardship 
is that God is the creator and owner of all creation. God created the heavens and the earth 
and, lastly, created male and female. Moreover, he entrusted them with ruling over (or 
have dominion over) all creatures (see Gen. 1:28). In other words, he did not give them 
possession over everything but only entrusted them to rule and manage them. A person 
who is responsible for management is called a steward. A steward governs and manages 
the property of his master and his servants, but he must not forget his responsibilities, 


which are always temporary.” 
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In the light of the gospel, T.A. Kantonen, former professor of systematic theology 


at Hamma Divinity School (now Trinity Lutheran Seminary), states that God’s 
sovereignty is revealed as the sovereignty of fatherly love, and the relationship between 
master and steward is seen as a father-child relationship.'° God not only created 
humanity, but he also saved them. Through the blood of Jesus Christ on the cross, he 
redeemed men and women and made them his own. God made them his possession 
through the two works of creation and redemption. Therefore, people cannot claim 
ownership of their own body to use as they please; they must use their bodies only 
according to the will of God, the master. 

Everything people have is entrusted to them by God. All things belong to God, 
and people only manage them for a while. God only temporarily entrusts money to 
people and allows it to be used on earth, but in the end, everything must return to God. 
Since people are stewards of God, they should manage God’s kingdom in a way that 
pleases him and expands his kingdom. To do this, people must always strive to give of 
their body, time, and material things to God. 

God created everything, and he did not hand over ownership of creation to 
humanity. Realizing God’s ownership is essential to acknowledging that Jesus Christ is 
the master of money and wealth. To become a true disciple of Jesus Christ, a person must 
first give ownership of all his or her riches to God. Recognizing God’s ownership also 


affects how wealth is managed; God is the measure of stewardship management.'! 
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Stewards will be judged by how they exercise their stewardship. For those who 
are sincere and faithful to their duties, there will come a day of joy and reward, but for 
those who are dishonest, the day will be one of sorrow and punishment. Stewardship is a 
test. Do people serve God, or do they serve themselves? Do they serve the Lord, or do 
they serve riches? Both questions are essential to stewardship. 

Dishonest stewards distrust what the master has entrusted to them, do not 
understand the master’s will, and use the entrusted items as their own against the master’s 
will. As much as the master trusts his servants, the master also holds them accountable. 
Therefore, people should live as faithful stewards. It is not a matter of choice. A steward 
is essentially a “servant.” The faithful stewards will be blessed and inherit everything 
from their master.!” 

The theological foundation of stewardship emphasizes that Christians are 
responsible for managing God’s wealth according to Divine plan. Christians of any 
ethnicity or church, as children of God and as stewards of God, must do their best and 
take responsibility for the excellent use and management of their master’s wealth. This 


includes all handling of their wealth, even how they settle accounts. 


God and Money 

Mammon (Matt. 6:24 and Luke 16:13) is often translated as “wealth” or “money.” 
However, these passages speak of “serving” meaning that mammon is referring more to 
what controls people behind the wealth or money. In Matthew 6:24 and Luke 16:13, 


Jesus says that mammon is in rivalry with God. Mammon is, identified as the evil behind 
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wealth as anything that displaces God is evil and seeks to influence the world through 
control over wealth. Mammon tries to rule the world and people and instills materialism 
and gold-seeking power in people.!? 

When taken over by mammon, the person becomes a debtor instantly. All those in 
debt become slaves to material things. Even many Christians are often dependent on 
money. Most people live with money as their master, not Jesus. There is a need for a 
transformation that changes the master of life to Jesus. Behind the money is mammon, 
who can be considered a dark spirit belonging to Satan. A person who serves money 
(mammon) as master cannot become a disciple and steward of Jesus, no matter how much 
he leads a religious life. Stewardship requires a bold decision to change the owner. 4 

Stewards choose a master to serve according to whom they will obey. If the 
stewards act according to the words of the mammon, then mammon will become the 
master of the stewards and they become dishonest stewards. However, if stewards act 
according to God’s word, God becomes the stewards’ master, and they will become 
faithful stewards. Who influences the stewards’ decisions? Mammon or God?!> 

Explicitly, Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and money (mammon)” (Matt. 6:24; Luke 16:13). Will the steward serve 


God or mammon?!® 
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Stewards should not be in debt if they want to escape from mammon and serve 
only Jesus as their Master. Stewardship is the process of handling money and possessions 
properly. To do so, faithful stewards must cut off the influence of mammon.'’ This DMin 
project intended to change the participants’ true Master from money (mammon) to God 


through the basis of the theology of stewardship. 


Poverty and Wealth 

The problem of poverty and wealth and the poor and the rich was always present 
in the church, even in the days of the early church fathers. However, the issues of poverty 
and wealth were never formally documented through the ecumenical councils of the early 
church.'® The New Testament deals heavily with wealth and poverty, rich and poor, and 
early church leaders who were faithful to the teachings of the Bible expressed much 
pastoral interest in this topic. 

The sermon “The rich man’s salvation” by Clement of Alexandria is an 
interpretation of the parable of the “Foolish rich man” from Mark 10:17-31 and is in the 
form of a sermon. The subject of ‘poverty and wealth’ is discussed in a biblical 
hermeneutic way. He tried to deal with the problems of wealthy Christians who were 


members of his community.!? 
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The Bible says it is harder for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven than for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle (Luke 18:25). The rich saints of Alexandria 
despaired that they could not go to heaven unless they gave up all their possessions. It 
was at a time when the wealthy saints were about to leave the catechism school, 
exhausted and discouraged by the merciless criticism of the radical ascetics.”° 

Clement told the rich about the correct understanding of wealth based on the 
Bible. Proper use of wealth is a duty of those who are sincere in the faith. He admonished 
his community about the proper attitude towards wealthy saints, clarifying that they are to 
build up one another in the community. 7! 

Clements interpreted that Jesus did not tell the young man to renounce all wealth 
but instead taught him to renounce vain thoughts of riches from his soul. He interpreted 
the command to “sell what you have” as alms. Alms are to change perishable wealth into 
the reward of eternal salvation.” 

Therefore, Clement recommended the excellent use of wealth. By feeding the 
hungry, clothing the naked, entertaining the stranger, and caring for the sick and 
imprisoned, the rich can help those whom God loves. To them, the value of the property 
is used as a remedy. Alms is the exchange of perishable riches for the reward of eternal 


salvation. 7° 


0 Bun Hye Lee, “The Early Church Fathers’ Understanding of Wealth and the Rich: Continuity 
and Discontinuity,” Bible and Theology 82 (2017): 151-78. 
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Clement explained alms through the event of God’s incarnation. In other words, 
just as God loved people and became a human being, just as God loved people and came 
down to our weak points, people must make such sacrifices for the weak. Linking alms to 
the incarnation of God brought alms to the core of the gospel, not just Christian ethics.™* 

Rich stewards should recognize that using money and wealth is more meaningful 
through Clement’s sermon “The Rich Man’s Salvation.” The rich steward must apply the 
concept of alms as the rich steward applied wealth towards his salvation. Rich stewards 
should consider alms as necessary as God’s incarnation and fulfill the role of conveying 


God’s love and not just a simple act of Christian ethics. 


Issues in Theology of Stewardship 


The Issue of Tithes and Offerings 

Every moment of Christian activity is a passion experienced with Christ.”° A 
faithful steward will always use the present moment to be a little Christ to his neighbor, 
give his wealth, and offer himself as a suffering sacrifice.”° Tithing is just one example of 
this sacrifice. 

Tithing is not legalistically determined but is voluntary and an action out of the 


love of Christ. Christ, out of his richness, became poor for our sake. Tithing, in return, 


*4 «Clement of Alexandria Preaches Wealth and Alms,” Ministry and Theology, accessed March 
3, 2023, http://www.duranno.com/moksin/gms_detail.asp?cts_id=82494 


2 Thompson, Stewardship in Contemporary Theology, 146. 
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will make many rich from their poverty.”’ Kantonen wrote that biblical theology does not 
provide a pure answer that Christian should give a tenth of their income, the traditional 
definition of a tithe. Kantonen wrote that the Lord Jesus did not issue a command 
concerning tithing, and the gospel he proclaimed, and its practice transcends the legalistic 
deal with God upon which it is based.”® 

John Wesley, the founder of The United Methodist Church, considered tithing to 
be the foundation and standard of the faith. In one of Wesley’s Standard Sermons, “The 
Use of Money,” he preached on “earning as much as you can, saving as much as you can, 
and giving as much as you can.” Indeed, Wesley teaches, “Give not a tenth, not a third, 
not a half, but all that God has given you.” He urged the saints, as stewards, to “dedicate 
to God not a tenth, a third, or a half, but all” to God.’”? 

Giving tithes and offerings as stewards in the DMin project is very important. In 
stewardship, tithes and offerings are a matter of understanding who the ultimate owner is, 
not a matter of finances. History of indigenous beliefs in Korea has shown that tithes and 
offerings can be cash and other things depending on the context. One of the tasks of the 
DMin project is to make people aware of giving tithes and offerings as stewards 


according to the context. 


oe Thompson, Stewardship in Contemporary Theology, 154. 
ae Kantonen, A Theology for Christian Stewardship, 21. 
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Three Principles of Stewardship 


John Wesley proposes a concrete, theological, ethical, and systematical solution 
regarding the use of money. Wesley offers three clear principles for being a faithful 
steward of wealth in his sermon “The Use of Money.” Those three are “earn all you can,” 
“save all you can,” and “give all you can.”*” Most people stop at the first two and fail to 
stick to the third. Each of these three essential principles of Wesley is addressed in turn. 

First, “earn all you can.” Wesley speaks of a faithful steward through this 
principle.*! He says to make as much money as possible, but not to struggle to earn it, 
hurting your heart, health, or life. He also tells you should not hurt your neighbors or 
anyone to make money. He does not mean to make money by any means, but to earn 
money through a good job, with honesty, a whole heart, and diligence. He advises not to 
be lazy or to waste time.*” He advises not to procrastinate when doing something and not 
to postpone it or the next day. 

The second is to “Save all you can”.*? He says pointless waste is like throwing 
something valuable into the sea. He tells us to cut off the extravagant scraps that satisfy 
the body’s cravings, that please the eyes, or that are gluttony or gourmet food.*4 In other 
words, Wesley emphasizes the thrifty use of money through an ascetic lifestyle. 


Simplicity allows saving. 


3° Thomas C. Oden, John Wesley’s Teachings. Vol. Volume 4, Ethics and Society (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan, 2014), 60. 
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The third is “Give all you can’”.*> Here we discover Wesley’s true love for God 
and neighbor love that transcends philanthropy.*° If people only practice “earn all you 
can” and “save all you can,” they will be reduced to being friends through “mammon of 
injustice.” Mammon means money or wealth, emphasizing that the love of money is the 
root of all evil (see 1 Tim. 6:10). Wesley explains why we should give as much as we 
can. 

When the possessor of heaven and earth brought you into being and placed you in 

this world, he placed you here not as a proprietor, but a steward. As such he 

entrusted you for a season with goods of various kinds. But the sole property of 
these still rests in him, nor can ever be alienated from him. As you yourself are 
not your own, but his, such is likewise all that you enjoy. Such is your soul, and 
your body— not your own, but God’s.>” 

If Christians want to be faithful and wise stewards, they must manage the wealth 
entrusted to them by their masters. First, the needs of the household members - food and 
clothing, etc., for health and strength, and care of the house must be provided. Second, all 
remaining money must be returned to the owner, who is God. This is done through 
helping other people, especially the poor. He is convinced that it is Higher purpose to 


give all remaining money back to God through others. Wesley urges us not to be afraid to 


give to others.*® 


= Wesley, The Sermons of John Wesley, 319. 
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Experience on Stewardship 


Practice of Stewardship 

John Brackett, author of On the Pilgrim’s Way, argues that stewardship is “a 
philosophy of life and a theological form of self-management that has significant 
implications for an individual’s lifestyle.”*? In the story of the poor widow’s two mites in 
Mark 12:38-44, the widow donated two small coins, her entire wealth, for the sake of her 
beloved God. Jesus said of the poor widow that she “gave more than all of them.” It may 
seem like a small gift in our eyes, but in God’s eyes it is precious. The widow’s faith and 
love were more precious to God than much money. 

Many among the poor long to express their gratitude for the grace and truth of 
God. Deok-Joo Rhie, former professor at Methodist Theological Seminary, explained 
about a Korean church woman who regularly donates rice to the church. He wrote that 
“the Seongmi movement is also an indigenous form of identity devised by women in the 
Korean church.” “Seongmi” is a combination of two words, “Seong” means holy, and 
“mi” means rice. The meaning of “Seongmi” is “holy rice.” Rice is a typical staple food 
of Koreans, but when it is offered to God through the hands of Korean female Christians, 
it becomes holy rice. American missionaries sincerely praised the sacrificial faith of 


Korean church women who appeared in the Temper movement that began at the same 


3° John K. Brackett, On the Pilgrim’s Way: Christian Stewardship and the Tithe (Harrisburg, PA: 
Morehouse Publishing, 1996), 1. 


76 
time as the early morning prayer (1904).*° The following is the report of missionary C.T. 


Collyer in Kaesong in 1905. 


It is not so common in our native churches in the United States or England, but 
their zeal as they attend all worship services is very encouraging. The idea of the 
church members here as victors of the soul is truly exemplary. Examples of this 
can be found in the daily lives of the church members here. They live a self- 
sacrificing life for happiness, which is also highly contagious. Many church 
members have a ‘Lord’s pot’ in their home kitchen. The wives put a handful of 
grain into the Lord’s pot each time they cook for their families. Moreover, at the 
end of the month, they sell these grains and use them to give the pastor’s living 
expenses.*! 


The women of the Korean church used precious things among the possessions 
they managed. They put a jar in the kitchen and a handful of rice each time they prepared 
a meal and offered it to the church once a month. Before the Christian mission, Korean 
household wives changed from traditional religious ceremonies where they worshiped 
demons in their homes to serve God as their master. Church women who came to serve 
God as their masters used their possessions as stewards to expand the kingdom of God. 
The following is the report of missionary W.G. Cram in Kaesong. 

Before becoming Christians, the women of this church worshiped demons in their 

own homes, and they carefully set aside a week of rice for each meal, and after a 

certain period, they would offer it as a sacrifice. After becoming a member of the 

church, they set aside a handful of rice each time they ate with the same devotion, 
collected it, and decided to give it to the evangelist in their area.*” 

Traditionally, there is a “Shinju-danji” in the kitchen of Korean households. 
When the housewife prepared a meal, she took a handful and kept it and prayed for the 


40 Deok-Joo Rhie, “Religious Experience and Formation of Feministic Consciousness of Church 
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health and safety of the family to the ghost of “Seongju” who kept it. The collected rice 


became a “holy sacrifice” and was used as a material for rice cakes for the Dano Festival. 
Church women inherited the traditional belief tradition of “Seongmi (Holy Rice)” but 
changed the object of offering rice from “Seongju Ghost” to “Lord” and also changed the 
name of the rice jar from “Shinju-dangji” to “Lord’s Pot.’ 

The following is the testimony of C.D. Morris, a Yongbyon missionary who 
attended the Conference of Noth American missionary Society in Pyongyang in 
November 1904. 

A certain church member said that if his family needed ten mals (unit) of rice to 

make a living, he would bring nine mals (unit) of rice into his house and dedicate 

one mal(unit) of rice to the Lord. Another church member said that he would eat 
millet and give the saved money and rice to the Lord. Other church members 
offered to donate part of their land to help the pastors live, and those who sold 
businesses said they would give tithes of the profits they made. A church member 
in Pyongyang said he would pay for the living expenses of one pastor. ** 

A steward’s life has nothing to do with economic circumstances. The Korean 
church members’ practice of stewardship paid the living expenses of indigenous pastors. , 
They made their tithing offerings through rice. So, rice became the main item for 
offerings after land and money. The missionaries who saw the Korean church members 
practice stewardship were deeply moved and said they saw a “bright future” for the 


Korean church. If the object of the steward’s faith becomes God, God expands the 


kingdom of God through their small land, money, and rice. 


43 «The Self-Support Movement of Korean Churches and The Lord’s Pot.” Christian Today. 
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Application for Members of the Nazarene Church 


Members of the Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan are low-income people. They, 
too, are poor like the widow who offered two mites in the Bible; but they are God’s 
stewards. Like widows who gave their possessions, they too can exercise stewardship. In 
Kyrgyzstan, wheat is their staple food to make bread. Each time they make their daily 
bread, they can collect a handful of flour and bring it to church on Sunday to donate. 
Church members can also use wheat flour for churches, ministers, and alms, just as 
Korean church women exercised stewardship through the rice. Just as ordinary rice 
became holy rice, ordinary wheat flour in the steward’s hand can become holy flour used 


for God’s kingdom. 


Conclusion 

Many Christians use their money and possessions according to their own thoughts 
and experiences. So, sometimes they gain, and sometimes they lose. However, many 
cases exist where Christians pursue money and live as enslaved people when their hearts 
are taken over by wealth. So, they become debtors; they then run away from God and 
hide. 

They first need to learn who owns their money and possessions. Second, they 
need to learn who they are as followers of Jesus Christ. They, third, need to learn how to 
use their money and possessions well. The theology of stewardship provides guidance to 
helping Christians learn these three important concepts. This theology of stewardship is a 


solid theological foundation for the DMin project. 
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An essential theological theme of this theology of stewardship is that God is the 


Creator and Owner of all creation. God created humanity and gave them stewardship over 
God’s possessions. Moreover, Christians are responsible for managing and settling God’s 
money and possessions according to God's purpose. 

Faithful stewards must change their master from money and possessions to God. 
Wealth (mammon) tries to influence the world. A person who serves money as the master 
cannot become a disciple and steward of Jesus, even if attending church. A steward 
cannot serve both God and money. A steward must handle money and possessions 
properly and block wealth’s influence. Through the theology of stewardship, stewardship 
lays the foundation for choosing only God as Lord. 

A life of tithing and offering as a steward should transcend legalistic dealings. 
Rather than ten percent, the theology of stewardship is owing all to God and serving the 
poor with the love of Christ. As servants of Christ, everything a Christian has is at the 
disposal of the Master. 

John Wesley provided three practical principles for stewardship of money and 
possessions. First, “Earn all you can.” A steward must be honest, wholehearted, and 
diligent to earn money through a good job. Second, “Save all you can.” Stewardship 
should result in thrifty living and saving with a modest lifestyle. Third, “Give all you can.” 
Stewards should take the money and possessions that God has entrusted to them and give 
away as much as possible as an exercise of God’s love. 

The poor widow in Mark 12 was a good model for stewardship. Jesus 
commended the poor widow for the two mites that she had donated. Christians, rich or 


poor, can live a life of stewardship. Early Korean church women were poor and weak; 
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they had worshiped idols but came to believe in God. As faithful stewards, they collected 


little by little the rice they had and paid tithes and offerings. These women did not have 
much, but they gave from what they had. 

The theological foundation of stewardship is the basis for the mastery of 
stewardship of money and possessions in this DMin project. Applying this theology of 
stewardship, participants from the Nazarene Church were taught stewardship in the 
Christian life through being diligent and frugal, earning, saving, and giving away as much 
money as possible. Through giving their money and possessions, the faith of these 
stewards matured. Through this faithfulness, they can also influence the entire church and 


their Muslim neighbors through the life of stewardship and sharing the love of Christ. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


INTERDISCIPLINARY FOUNDATIONS 


The problem with members of the Nazarene Church in rural Kyrgyzstan is that 
they do not understand biblical and general finances. This problem is not unique to this 
church. In Cary Siegel’s book, Why Didn’t They Teach Me This in School?, he notes that, 
while financial management skills are essential to managing long-term success in life and 
career, managing personal finances is not taught in high school and college.’ Most people 
do not receive financial education at school or home. In addition, most church members 
have never been taught God’s biblical financial principles. In addition, when a pastor 
preaches about money in a church, the congregation may think the pastor is being 
worldly; thus, pastors may not preach good sermons on money, offerings, tithe, and 
biblical finances. In response, this DMin project taught and trained participants in biblical 
stewardship and financial management of money and possessions. Thus, the participants 
were led to live mature stewardship lives in which they wisely use God-given money and 
possessions according to Heavenly will. 

Financial expert Dave Ramsey notes that most people do not know what money 


actually is or how to handle it. This ignorance is from a lack of knowledge about money, 
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not a lack of intelligence.” Members of the Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan, for instance, 


do not typically manage their finances (budget plans, financial records, emergency funds, 
savings, etc.), live in debt when they need emergency money, and cannot pay interest 
owed. When financial problems arise, they come to church and ask for money. Thus, they 
can hardly contribute to the church’s finances. It is difficult for churches to become 
financially independent because of the financial difficulties of their members. 

Under these circumstances, donations cannot be made to the poor, orphans, 
widows, and strangers, according to God’s will. So, like the dishonest steward in Luke 
16, they fail to use their master’s wealth correctly. They live more like dishonest stewards 
subservient to money and riches than faithful stewards of God as the Master. 

Knowing that they cannot serve both money and God, Christians must choose the 
right master and live according to his will. Their lives can be transformed into those of 
faithful stewards through training. As Jesus said about the importance of finances, “One 
who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much” (Luke 16:10). We must be faithful 
to the least things, the use of the riches entrusted to us, and the things of others. 

A steward must seek to become a faithful steward through training in using 
money and possessions. A steward must have the determination and confession to escape 
money’s influence and serve God as the perfect master. However, this does not happen 
automatically. Alexa Von Tobel, author of Financially Fearless, notes that people need 
to talk to their partners, parents, and children about money and possessions. ? Faithful 


stewardship is possible through training. 
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Ramsey is famous for his faith-based financial ministry, “Financial Peace 
University,” which provides practical financial training. His solutions are a way to learn a 
proven plan to pay off debt quickly and save more money for the future. Ramsey, who 
had a net worth of one million dollars when he was twenty-six, soon ended up with four 
million dollars of real estate debt. He was able to pay off that debt, but realized he had a 
problem with understanding how to handle his finances. He explored how money works, 
whether it can be controlled, and how it can be handled. He read many books and 
interviewed rich people. His quest created solutions on how a person could control 
money rather than being controlled by it. The program he developed focuses not on how 
much money is earned, but on how much life changes through proper financial 
stewardship. Ramsey’s solutions start with saving one thousand dollars, paying off all 
debt, and investing for the future.‘ 

This interdisciplinary foundation explores Ramsey’s Solutions and how to make 
them effective in application to this DMin project. Ramsey’s Solutions have been proven 
to be effective for many people, and the well-developed process will strongly support the 
DMin project with appropriate modifications and adaptations. This is possible because of 
some common factors between Ramsey’s approach and this DMin project. 

Participants were led to change their life of stewardship through the DMin project 
that incorporates a modified Ramsey solutions model of use of money and possessions. 
Church members learned to use money and possessions wisely as faithful stewards. Both 
the DMin project and Ramsey’s Solutions have the same goal in transforming the lives of 
believers through financial reform. The process of changing from a dishonest steward to a 


4 Dave Ramsey. “Dave’s Story,” video, Ramsey, www.ramseysolutions.com, accessed Dec 9, 
2022, https://www.ramseysolutions.com/company/history/daves-story. 
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faithful steward manifest itself through the use of money and possessions. Just as a life 
change is the success of Ramsey’s Solutions, participants in the DMin project were 
shown to change their use of money and possessions in their lives. 

In the chapter, information is provided on the origins of Ramsey’s Solutions and 
analysis of the program in terms of money and property use. More detailed reasons for 
choosing Ramsey’s program as an interdisciplinary foundation will also be covered. In 
addition, one of the science models by Professor Emeritus of Physics and Religion Ian G. 
Barbour, the “Dialogue Model,” will be used to show how this interdisciplinary theory 
interacts with biblical, theological, and historical foundations. Finally, this chapter shows 


how Ramsey’s Solutions and the foundations of the DMin project were formed. 


Ramsey’s Solutions and the DMin Project 
This project, biblical stewardship and financial management, and training are 
based on the theology of stewardship. Training in money using the financial management 
model of Ramsey’s Solutions will improve their understanding of using money and 


possessions as stewards for members of the Nazarene Church. 


Ramsey ’s Solutions 

Ramsey’s “Financial Peace University” (FPU) teaches participants a step-by-step 
plan to win with money and gives them all the tools they need to do it. The analysis is 
centered on Complete to Guide Money used as a handbook for FPU, which is the core of 
Ramsey’s solution. Millions of people have gone through FPU through Ramsey’s 


Solutions. 
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As the founder of Ramsey’s Solutions, Ramsey, started with nothing and had a 


net worth of just over one million dollars by the time he was twenty-six years old. He was 
earning around $250,000 a year, and his monthly net taxable income was over $20,000. 
However, he could not pay his debts when the Competitive Equal Banking Act of 1987 
went into effect, and he filed for bankruptcy in 1988. He ended up with four million 
dollars of real estate debt. This debt caused him to lose his property in two and a half 


years.” 


The Process of Becoming a Faithful Steward 

After losing everything, he delved into how money works, how he could control 
it, and how he could handle it. He read everything he could get his hands on. He 
interviewed older rich people who earned and kept their money. His quest was for a 
mirror reflecting himself. He realized that most of his money problems, worries, and 
deficiencies had begun and ended with that person in the mirror. He also realized that if 
he needed to learn how to manage his character. He started mowing lawns every morning 
to learn the true value of money. To make a living and to get out of debt, he went back to 
his first business, real estate. Along the way, he embarked on another path. It is the path 


that helps millions of others to do the same quest in front of a mirror.® 
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Getting Started with Ramsey’s Solutions 


Dave founded Ramsey Solutions in 1992 to counsel people suffering from 
financial stress. Based on everything he had learned, he wrote a book with his wife, 
Sharon, called Financial Peace and started selling it from his car. Over the years, he 
eventually helped nearly six million people manage their money through Financial Peace 
University. 7 With a friend of his, he started a local radio show, “The Money Game,” 
which now runs nationally as “The Ramsey Show.” ® His company’s history is full of 
landmarks, including six bestsellers on the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and 
Publishers Weekly lists. Ramsey Solutions currently has over 900 team members and a 
wide range of products and services to help people achieve their financial goals.” 

While many companies define success based on the dollar flowing in, they define 
success as the number of lives changed at Ramsey Solutions. He learned early on that 
money would come if he helped people with their futures. His company’s mission 
statement is not just lip service but the following: “Ramsey Solutions provides Bible- 
based, common-sense education and empowerment that gives hope to people in every 


life.”!° 


Dave Ramsey, “Dave Ramsey’s 7 Baby Steps,” Ramsey, www.ramseysolutions.com/, accessed 
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Ramsey’s Solutions and the Project Problem 


This DMin project intends to transform participants through biblical stewardship 
and financial management training so that they can use God’s money and possessions 
according to Heavenly will as stewards of God. Solutions developed by Dave Ramsey are 
used in this project. In support of this thesis, Ramsey’s Solutions are also related to the 
topic utilizing a conversational model. Although Ramsey’s Solutions are seeing much 
effect in the context of the United States, they can be modified and applied to Kyrgyzstan 
people through this DMin project. 

Ramsey’s Solutions’ Financial Peace University reported that the average 
participating family paid off $5,300 in the first ninety days and saved $2,700 in an 
emergency fund. !' Financial management is not achieved through simple education, but 
results can be confirmed through training and practice. Kyrgyzstan, where the project is 
implemented, has a clear economic difference from the United States, but changes in the 
use of money can be identified in terms of saving, usage, and donations. Additionally, 
this DMin project measured the changes in the use of possessions as well as money. 

Participants in the project typically live without thinking about preparing money 
for use in an emergency. In other words, they do not save. One of Ramsey’s Solutions, 
Step 1 of Baby Steps, tells people to put aside a $1,000 reserve fund as soon as possible.!* 
An emergency fund protects from unexpected financial events. Moments when people 


need an emergency fund come more often than people think. If people do not prepare an 
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emergency fund, they will have no choice but to go into debt. Participants should adjust 
their emergency savings goals to suit their economic circumstances. People should save 
an emergency fund to avoid going into debt again in an emergency. 

Baby Step 2 of the solutions is a way to pay off debt. Paying off all debt using a 
“debt snowball” is a way to pay off debts one at a time, starting with the smallest debt. ' 
When the smallest debt is paid off, the money is then used to start paying off the next 
smallest debt. This continues until all the debt is paid, except for their home mortgage. 
Once people have paid off all their debts, Step 3 is to grow their emergency fund that 
would cover 3-6 months of living expenses.'* This preparation can protect participants 
from significant events, such as losing a job, a car accident, or a breakdown. Ramsey’s 
Solutions interact with this DMin project to make small financial steps understandable 
and actionable for participants who are not financially educated. 

Baby Step 4 tells people to invest 15% of their income for retirement. 
Participants are taught to invest regularly to financially provide for themselves beyond 
age 65. As they become financially stable, Step 5 encourages people to save for their 
kids’ college expenses, if applicable.'° Finally, their debt is completely eliminated in Step 


6 as they pay off the debt on their homes.'’ 


'5 Dave Ramsey, The Total Money Makeover: A Proven Plan for Financial Fitness, 3rd Edition. 
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Baby Step 7 continues the process of living differently by encouraging investing, 
having responsible fun with their money, and doing good by giving away significant 
amounts. Ramsey emphasizes this theme by using a biblical passage about money 
management. Moreover, in Chapter 13 of his book Complete Guide to Money, he 
explains that people are stewards, not owners but managers. He claims that the tithe goes 
to the local church, which serves the same function as the Old Testament storehouse. He 
added that the use of the tithe provided food for priests as well as widows and orphans. 
As such, Ramsey’s Solutions include methods and practical elements that can solve the 
problems of DMin project participants. Furthermore, it is confirmed that there is a close 
relationship with the DMin project through baby Step7 from the perspective of a steward 


who manages money and possessions faithfully. 


Ramsey’s Solutions and the Biblical Foundation 

The biblical foundation for this project is derived from Jesus’ description of the 
use of finances as a steward in the parable of the dishonest steward in Luke 16:1-13. In 
the parable, the dishonest steward wastes the owner’s property, and the owner gives him 
a notice of dismissal. As a dishonest steward, he thought and acted differently from how 
he had lived. The dishonest steward called his master’s debtors and forgave the interest. 
The master was praised for his intelligent behavior despite his dishonesty. The owner 
praised him for changing his attitude in the face of his crisis. Jesus spoke of the core of 
managing money and possessions in Luke 16:9-13. A faithful steward must first not 
waste God’s money and possessions. Second, a faithful steward should care for even the 


small things in money and possessions. Third, a faithful steward should be trustworthy 
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with other people’s money and possessions. Finally, money and possessions should be 
used for God’s will and kingdom. 

How should a faithful steward manage money and possessions? The principles of 
wise management of money and possessions entrusted to us by God as a steward are 
incorporated into Ramsey’s Solutions. Ramsey’s baby steps are saving $1,000 in an 
emergency fund, paying off a small amount of debt, an emergency fund for 3-6 months of 
living expenses, investing 15% of income, saving for children, and paying off the home 
mortgage and investing. These baby steps are the beginning step to becoming a faithful 
steward from a dishonest steward who wasted his master’s property. The DMin Project 
teaches how not to waste God’s money and possessions through a modification of Baby 
Steps 1-6 appropriate for the people is Kyrgyzstan. 

Ramsey realized a spiritual and financial principle through the words of John 
3:16, “that God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten Son.” He learned that 
God is a giver. So, he explained, giving is the key to unlocking people’s full potential in 
life and money.'® The dishonest steward in Luke 16 was fired by his master for wasting 
his property. After that, he was praised by the owner for his changed behavior of 
forgiving the debt for the sake of others not for himself, even though it belonged to the 
owner. Giving, the movement of money and possessions to help others, will influence 
this project, as does the principle of a faithful steward using it for God’s intention and 


kingdom. 


a Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 306. 
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Ramsey’s Solutions and the Historical Foundation 


The stewardship of George Miiller is the historical foundation of this project. 
Through this life of stewardship, participants can learn about the life of a faithful steward. 
Miiller considered himself a steward of God. One of the scriptures that influenced him 
was “Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure, you use it will be measured 
back to you” (Luke 6:38). These words of God influenced his life as a steward, guiding 
his particular views and actions toward money and possessions. !” 

Among the rules that Miiller outlined for stewardship, the rules that fit the DMin 
project are as follows. First, do not save money or acquire possessions for oneself, but 
use them for the work of God’s poor and kingdom. Second, do not borrow from anyone 
to get into debt; trust only God to provide.”° In particular, Miiller, as a faithful steward, 
records in his diary how and where God’s money and possessions were received and 
used. Therefore, as faithful stewards, people must keep a record of the use of God’s 
money and possessions. 

Miiller’s rules of stewardship are incorporated into Ramsey’s Solutions. The first 
principle of stewardship, which is not to save for oneself, but to use for God’s kingdom 
and the poor, relates to the law of building wealth and donating much in Baby Step 7.7! 
Ramsey explained that “we are made in the image of God” and emphasized that “God is a 


giver.” He explained that giving is the key to unlocking people’s full potential in their 


19 Basil Miller, George Miiller: The Man of Faith (Dublin, CA: FirstLove Pub, 2018), 105. 
20 George Miiller, George Miiller on Personal Devotions. www.georgemuller.org. Edited by Peter 
Sarkis. https://www.georgemuller.org/uploads/4/8/6/5/48652749/ 


george_muller_on_personal_devotions.pdf, 61. 


a Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 307. 
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lives and money.” Ramsey said that people are happiest and feel most fulfilled when 
they give and serve with their hands, not with clenched fists because they are designed in 
the image of God.” He said that people, in the image of God, were made to be givers and 
that when they begin to live up to that potential, they regain the image in which they were 
originally made.” 

Miiller’s second rule is to never go into debt. Debt is the most successful 
marketing product in history.7°> Ramsey argues for a complete mindset change when it 
comes to debt. *° He emphasizes that debt can never be a way out. He quotes Proverbs 
22:7, “The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the lender.””’ He 
explains that people must stop borrowing money to get out of debt?* because debt kills 
cash flow.” He teaches people to pay off their debts with great focus. *° 

As a steward, one of Miiller’s habits that people need to learn is to document the 
use of God’s money and possessions. In his third chapter on “Budgeting” in his Complete 


Guide to Money, Ramsey tells people to plan their budget and keep track of their income 


28 Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 306. 
22 Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 312. 
ot Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 313. 
es Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 76. 
26, Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 77. 
a Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 82. 
“8 Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 95. 


>° Dave Ramsey, Entreleadership: Twenty Years of Practical Business Wisdom from the Trenches 
(New York, NY: Howard Books, 2011), 198. 


20 Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 97. 
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1.2! He said budgeting and recording use 


and expenses to keep their spending under contro 
of money and possessions always works, but the practice needs to be improved. ** That, 
he added, would change people’s spending habits, stop them from wasting, and give them 
money they did not even know existed. People must learn to control money rather than be 
controlled by it.*? Then, he said, people can break the debt cycle and find economic 
security through budget planning by recording income and expenses.** Ramsey’s 
Solutions that emphasizes recording income and expenses in order to reduce debt are an 


essential practice of this DMin project. 


Ramsey’s Solutions and the Theological Foundation 

The theology of stewardship is the theological foundation of this research project. 
Some Christians pursue money, are robbed of their true hearts, become debtors, are 
enslaved, and live in hiding. For Christians, the theology of stewardship reminds us that 
God is the owner of all things, that Christians are stewards of their money and 
possessions, and that they must use them according to God's intention. 

John Wesley’s three principles of stewardship provides a basis for our theology. 
The first principle is, “Earn all you can.” A steward must be honest, wholehearted, and 
diligent to earn money through a good job. Second, “Save all you can.” Stewardship 


requires savings through a frugal and ascetic lifestyle. Third, “Give all you can.” 


31Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 54. 
Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 60. 


33 Dave Ramsey, The Financial Peace Planner: A Step-By-Step Guide to Restoring Your Family’s 
Financial Health (New York, NY: Howard Books, 2011), 6. 


a Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 64. 
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Stewards should take the money and possessions God has entrusted to them and give as 
much as possible to others in the practice of God’s love.*> 

These stewardship principles are linked to Ramsey’s Solutions. The principle of 
stewardship theology is that people do their best to earn money, save money, and donate 
according to Divine plan as stewards who serve God as their master. In his chapter on 
jobs (Chapter 11) in his Complete Guide to Money, Ramsey presents the simple truth that 
if people spend more than they earn they will end up with nothing. The two ways to 
reverse this are to spend less and to earn more. People are to work passionately with a 
sense of responsibility and find ways to unleash their potential and brighten their lives. 
However, it is important to maintain a balance between life and work by working hard 
and resting hard. *° 

Ramsey recommends saving $1,000 as soon as possible as an emergency fund. 
Later, after paying off any debt, he then recommends saving three to six months of living 
expenses for a longer-term emergency fund. He also teaches to save 15% of income for 
retirement and save for their children’s education. This process gives people a step-by- 
step plan to do their best to save for emergencies, plan for retirement, and help their 
children. 

Also in his book, Complete Guide to Money, Ramsey encourages donations as a 
steward or manager to a church or a charity to help the poor. >’ With their finances 


managed well through eliminating debt, having an emergency fund, and living within 


35 Thomas C. Oden, John Wesley’s Teachings. Volume 4, Ethics and Society (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2014), 60. 


70 Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 254 


aa Ramsey, Dave Ramsey’s Complete Guide to Money, 323 
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their budget, faithful stewards will be able to give generously to help others. Ramsey’s 
Solutions, the principles of making money, saving money, and donating money, 


contributed to the DMin project as essential practices. 


Project Overview 

The subject of this research project is stewardship. Biblical stewardship and 
financial management training help people realize that they are stewards of God. 
Moreover, it is a program that guides using the money and possessions entrusted to 
people according to Spiritual guidance. The program educates and trains how to manage 
money and possessions in situations where there are many temptations and problems with 
money. 

Ramsey’s Solutions enable this project to be built into a useful, practical, and 
constructive framework. In addition, the main principles of this framework: saving, 
paying off debt and staying out of debt, giving, and investing for the future are more 
effective in developing money and wealth management. This project was implemented 
with members of the Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan through the education and training 
in six sessions. The problem of poor financial management, biblical, historical, and 
theological foundations, and new insights gained through Ramsey’s Solutions were 
shared through the sessions. Through the principle of Ramsey’s Solutions, financial 
stability will make donations to the church possible. 

A steward is a person who manages money and possessions according to 
Providential intent and can divide money or possessions according to the situation, even 


in the process of paying off debt. From the first session, project participants will be 
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taught and will practice the giving of money and possessions. To be fully effective, the 
project included education, training, and practice. First, my personal story and experience 
modeled how to overcome and manage the problems of money and possessions wisely. 
Second, I taught each session’s lessons based on the biblical, historical, theological, and 
interdisciplinary foundations. Third, identifying financial problems and preventing waste 
was done with the Financial Peace University financial management form. To 
contextualize Ramsey’s Solutions, wheat flour, the staple food of the Nazarene Church 
members in Kyrgyzstan’s low- and middle-income country, was used in the teaching of 
offering toward church finances and for leaders. It was also taught for wheat flour to be 


used to make bread for the poor according to Heavenly will. 


Conclusion 

As materialism accelerates, we are increasingly aware that handling of money is 
closely related to how life is lived. In our lives, money is used to purchase and consume 
materials in the world. Many Christians, unfortunately, lack financial understanding. 
They pray to God for a solution to their financial problems, however, they continue the 
same bad habits with their money and possessions. People go through life without a plan 
for their money. Christians also live with regret on how they waste money while 
receiving their salary and organizing their expenses. People are motivated to put their 
finances to good use, but they need help figuring out what to do. 

Ramsey’s Solutions have proved to be one of the most effective programs for 
people who want to pay off debt, save money, and invest wisely. Many examples support 


the remarkable effectiveness of this process. Christians need to practice sound financial 
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management steps and principles with their money and possessions if they are to live as 
faithful stewards of God. Ramsey’s process is proven in the economic system of the 
United States. Some changes were made to use this process in the low-economy area of 
Kyrgyzstan. 

Ramsey’s Solutions are designed for and can be used by people of all beliefs, 
whether atheists or Christians. However, because Ramsey was a Christian, we can find 
biblical financial principles specifically for change in dealing with money in Ramsey’s 
program. That is why this interdisciplinary foundation supported the effective use of this 
DMin project in developing biblical compatible skills for managing money and 
possessions wisely through Ramsey’s Solutions. 

How to manage money and possessions through Ramsey’s Solutions is very well 
suited to pastoral situations. Ramsey’s Solutions convey the practical details of various 
financial understanding concepts from a biblical perspective. His solutions provide 
practical details for managing money and possessions for faithful stewards. His solutions 
provide money management or principles related to debt reduction, budgeting, saving, 
investing, and giving. These principles are helpful for members of the Church. 

Both Ramsey’s Solutions and the DMin project attempted to lead participants to 
change their thinking and practice about money through a process. As stewards, 
participants were taught to change how they think about and use money. The DMin 
project emphasized the importance of participation and practice, just as Ramsey’s 
Solutions emphasizes practice, not just academic and theoretical education. 

Churches should assist with biblical stewardship and financial management, and 


training to put stewardship into practice. A program that teaches biblical financial 
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principles and effective financial management practices are essential for Christians living 
in a world dominated by money. Ramsey’s Solutions powerfully assist Christians in 
demonstrating stewardship and money management practices with financial management 
knowledge. 

Following the success of the DMin project for the participants, it is hoped that 
they continue living their lives as faithful stewards. The goal is for them to live as 
stewards to be praised as they are faithful to God with their little. Using money and 
possessions according to Higher purpose for the love of their neighbor and kingdom, will 


continue to help them mature in their relationship with God as faithful stewards. 


CHAPTER SIX 


PROJECT ANALYSIS 


The problem in the context of this project is that members of the Nazarene Church 
in rural Kyrgyzstan lack a biblical understanding of financial stewardship and finances in 
general. They have not received financial management training at school or home. 
Church members have never been taught God’s biblical financial principles. Members 
have difficulty managing their finances (e.g., budgeting, financial records, emergency 
funds, savings, etc.) and consequently live with debt and pay high interest rates when 
they need money for emergencies. The vicious cycle repeats, and when problems arise, 
they come to church and ask for money. They are rarely able to give donations at church. 

As the missionary in charge of the Nazarene Church in rural Kyrgyzstan, I 
designed and led biblical stewardship and financial management training project to 
improve participants’ understanding of biblical stewardship and financial management 
training issues. The Nazarene Church’s participants learned about faithful stewardship 
through biblical, historical, theological, and interdisciplinary foundations over a six- 
session course. Through this process, they were able to develop an understanding of 
biblical stewardship. As a result, participants better understand biblical stewardship and 
better use of their finances. This project, called “Biblical Stewardship and Financial 


Management Training,” can increase the understanding of finances and wealth 
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management among members of the Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan through an 


understanding of biblical stewardship and financial management. 


Methodology 


General Methodology 

Qualitative research methods were implemented through pre- and post-open- 
ended questionnaires, in-depth individual interviews at the end of the six-session project, 
and in-class review of journal assignments and group discussions. Data were collected 
from pre- and post-questionnaires, individual interviews, project group discussions, 
project journal writing assignments, and observation notes on participants’ nonverbal 


communication. 


Description of the Project 

The participants for this research project were six members of the Nazarene 
Church in rural Kyrgyzstan. In addition, six others from a mix of Nazarene and other 
churches in the community audited the class by sitting in the sessions, however I did not 
obtain data results from them. It should be stated that I carried out this project as the 
missionary in charge of the Nazarene Church. I have been in this position since October 
2017 and have seen the financial situation of the Nazarene Church and the financial 
problems of its members. This project is broadly intended to provide help to alleviate 
financial problems for churches and members in the mission field. 

The model of this project was constructed by focusing on important principles 
derived from biblical, historical, and theological foundations and using the “Baby Steps” 


approach from Dave Ramsey solutions, discussed in the interdisciplinary foundation. 
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This model is designed to help participants understand, plan, and put into practice the 
principles and uses of their finances. Each participant was asked to keep track of his or 
her spending by recording their current financial situation. 

The project addressed growth opportunities for participants by leveraging the 
design and practice of each session’s lessons based on biblical, historical, theological, 
and interdisciplinary foundations. During each session, participants used practice 
worksheets to identify and apply principles based on an understanding of biblical 
stewardship to their financial situation. The project aimed to help participants understand 
biblical stewardship and teach them how to manage their finances and possessions 
according to God's purpose. 

The project consisted of six in-person sessions, each lasting 90 minutes. Prior to 
the first session, each participant completed a pre-project survey. After six project 
sessions, participants completed a post-survey. The pre-and post-surveys were compared 
to determine growth in participants’ understanding and practice of biblical stewardship 
and financial management. In addition, the survey results were compared through journal 
exercises throughout the project and individual interviews conducted at the end of the 


project. 


Collecting Data 
Written data was collected from participants as well as expressions and non- 
verbal communication collected through recorded videos of the sessions and observation 


notes. Participants maintained anonymity in their written work by using a self-assigned 
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four-digit number to provide data in questionnaires, journals, and worksheets before and 


after the project. 


Implementations 


Initial Preparatory Activities 

To recruit participants, a recruitment letter and promotional electronic flyer were 
sent to members of the church using WhatsApp on May 22, 2023, eastern time, through 
the on-site Kyrgyzstan Context Associate. The Nazarene Church members in Kyrgyzstan 
cannot use email or WhatsApp, so they responded face-to-face through the Context 
Associate. Each participant then received an “informed consent form” via the Context 
Associate on June 1, 2023. The first session began at 11:00 am on Sunday, June 18, 2023, 
Kyrgyzstan time, and the sixth session ended on July 17. Considering the educational 
level of the participants, lesson plans were distributed in Kyrgyz and Russian before each 
session to improve comprehension. After six sessions, individual interviews were 
conducted. 

There were six participants from the context Nazarene Church. I was helped in the 
project by the context associate and other church members. These non-participants helped 
ensure the commitment of the participants to the project. To ensure better understanding 
by participants, the lectures in English were translated into Kyrgyz and Russian through 
the dedication of two co-translators. The translated lecture notes were distributed to 


participants during each session. 
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Curricula for the “Biblical Stewardship and Financial Management Training” Workshop 


Each session entailed training participants in biblical stewardship and financial 
management. The pre-project questionnaire was given before training began in the first 
session. The post-project questionnaire was given at the end of the last session. Each 
session’s essential elements included reciting finance-related Bible verses, lectures, 
stewardship sharing, financial management education, worksheet completion, and 
discussion. Participants completed a weekly journal on stewardship finances based on the 
lecture content. All financial records and activities were kept confidential. 

The first session (see table 1) of “Biblical Stewardship and Financial Management 
Training” was held on Sunday, June 18, 2023, from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm (Kyrgyzstan 
time) at the Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan. The lecture was based on my own financial 
failures and successes, as discussed in the Synergy chapter of this thesis. After this, 
participants read and learned a Bible passage related to finances and stewardship. 

Next, I explained the concept of “stewardship flow.” “Stewardship flow” is using 
money and possessions as a steward according to God's intention. “Stewardship flow” 
examples were presented to help with the concept. One missionary explained that women 
in the early Korean church gave rice as tithes and offerings. The item could be modified 
based on the local situation. A participant with flour could make bread and share it. A 
participant who has a cow at home could bring milk to give to people. Participants were 
encouraged to bring something the following week to practice “stewardship flow.” 

Spending patterns, income sources, and assets were drawn up by each participant 


for them to understand their level of financial management. At the end of the class, there 
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was a discussion about how to apply the lessons. Finally, the agenda for the next session 


and the topic for their Stewardship Journal was stated. 


Table 1. Session 1: Spiritual autobiography: financial failures and successes 


Lesson Time (90 minutes) Instructor 
progtatn Piroduencn ; 20 minutes Researcher 
and pre-project questionnaires 
The researcher’s spiritual AO datalites mecearchey 
autobiography 
Break 10 minutes 
Steward’s Bible Verses 5 minutes Context associate 
Stewardship Flow 5 minutes Researcher 
Understand financial situation 10 minutes Researcher 
Discussion on how lessons i aeautes RAvenehar 
can be applied 
Next session’s agenda, 
Stewardship Journal assignment 10 minutes Researcher 
and Closing prayer 


In the second session (see table 2), I lectured on biblical foundations of 
stewardship using the parable of the dishonest steward in Luke 16:1-13. Participants then 
determined their debt status, learned innovative ways to repay debt, and developed a 
repayment plan. Participants read and learned primary and secondary Bible passages 
about finances and stewardship. The participants seemed to especially enjoy memorizing 
Bible verses. 

During the “stewardship flow” portion of the session, participants shared 
homemade milk and bread. Following this, there was a discussion about how to apply the 
lessons. Finally, the agenda for the next session was announced and the topic for their 


Stewardship Journal was assigned. 
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Table 2. Session 2: The Dishonest Steward: Luke 16:1-13 


Lesson Time (90 minutes) Instructor 
The Dishonest Steward: Luke ; 
15 minutes Researcher 
16:1-13 
Stewardship Debt Repayment 15 minutes Researcher 
Make a debt repayment plan 15 minutes Researcher 
Break 10 minutes 
Steward’s Bible Verses 5 minutes Context associate 
Stewardship Flow 5 minutes Researcher 
Di i how 1 
Dar ar on aa 15 minutes Researcher 
can be applied 
Next session’s agenda and 
t hi ] 
i ewaids aes 10 minutes Researcher 
assignment 
and Closing prayer 


In the third session (see table 3), the researcher lectured on the historical basis of 
George Miiller’s life as a faithful steward. They watched the Russian-language 
production of “The Life of George Miiller.” As discussed in the Historical foundation 
chapter of this thesis, Miiller changed from a dishonest steward to a faithful one, helping 
thousands of orphans. The story of George Miiller was familiar to some of them. 

Participants then learned how to keep a thirty-day income and expense log. They 
learned how to use their money wisely by segregating it into designated envelopes 
according to a structured budget. Participants read and memorized three Bible verses 
related to finances and stewardship. Participants learned how to share money and 
possessions according to their needs. Their “stewardship flow” practice became more 
diverse as they even gave the missionaries $100, which covered their monthly income. 


The participants then discussed how to apply what they learned in class. Before leaving 


they were informed of the agenda for the next session and given the topic of the 


Stewardship Journal. 


Table 3. Session 3: The faithful Steward: George Miiller 
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and Closing prayer 


Lesson Time (90 minutes) Instructor 
The faithful St d: 
Geen oer wenres 15minutes Researcher 
Miiller 
Fill out the 30-day Income and 
} 15 minut R h 
Expenditure Record Book sain Se oar 
Steward envelope life description 15 minutes Researcher 
Break 10 minutes 
Steward’s Bible Verses 5 minutes Context associate 
Steward Flowing 5 minutes Researcher 
Di i how | 
ae ee ane 15 minutes Researcher 
can be applied 
Next session’s agenda and 
Stewardship Journal assignment 10 minutes Researcher 


In the fourth session (see table 4), the researcher lectured on the theology of 


stewardship, the theological foundation of the project. Participants recognized the value 


of stewardship theology and learned the value of living as stewards. Participants learned 


how to complete stewardship accounting notes (receiving and giving) and about tithing 


and giving. Participants read and memorized four Bible verses related to finances and 


stewardship. Participants divided their money and possessions according to their needs 


and shared “stewardship flow” with each other. This was an especially fun exercise to 


watch. Application of the class material was then discussed. Finally, the researcher 


informed them of the agenda for the next session and the topic of the Stewardship 


Journal. 
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Table 4: Session 4: Theology of Stewardship 


Lesson Time (90 minutes) Instructor 
Theology of Stewardship 15 minutes Researcher 
eats *P panor Deke 15 minutes Researcher 
(taking and giving) 
Tithes and Offerings 15 minutes Researcher 
Break 10 minutes 
Steward’s Bible Verses 5 minutes Context associate 
Stewardship Flow 5 minutes Researcher 
Di i how | 
Pee as es 15 minutes Researcher 
can be applied 
Next session’s agenda and 
St hi ] 
ae eens 10 minutes Researcher 
assignment 
and Closing prayer 


The fifth session (see table 5) explained how to manage finances wisely through 
stewardship financial management as discussed in the interdisciplinary foundation. 
Participants learned the principles of wise management through proper knowledge about 
money. They learned how to save and invest for their future, including emergency funds, 
pension savings, and children’s school fees. Participants learned how to use their money 
wisely by keeping a 14-day income and expense log and dividing it into designated 
envelopes according to a structured budget. 

Participants read and learned Bible passages related to finances and stewardship. 
Participants learned how to share money and possessions according to their needs and 
practiced “stewardship flow” with one another. At the end of the class, they discussed 
how to apply the lesson and preparing to practice stewardship giving in the sixth session. 


With the finances raised during the project period, they decided to prepare lamb skewers 
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at the last session and invite neighbors in need. It was also decided to gift a widow ten 
kilograms of flour and five kiloliters of oil. The agenda for the next session was 


announced and that journal notes would be collected in the next session. 


Table 5: Session 5: Stewardship financial management 


Lesson Time (90 minutes) Instructor 
Stewardship financial ; 
15 minutes Researcher 
management 
E funds, St hi 
uni te ana Pheer ue 15 minutes Researcher 
Savings, and Investments 
Fill out the 30-day Income and 
: 10 minut R h 
Expenditure Record Book 2 eee ery 
St d lope life descripti 
eward enve - ife description haa eecenvalicn 
Break 10 minutes 
Steward’s Bible Verses 5 minutes Context associate 
Stewardship Flow 5 minutes Researcher 
Discussion on how lessons 
can be applied and 20 minutes Researcher 
Stewardship Giving Practice 
Next session’s agenda and 
Stewardship Journal assignment 5 minutes Researcher 
and Closing prayer 


At the sixth session (see table 6), the journals that participants had written in over 
the previous five weeks were collected. Participants then voluntarily recited their 
memorized Bible verses. Through their stewardship, participants used the money and 
possessions they collected to prepare food and distribute flour and oil to the poor 
according to God’s will. I gifted ten kilograms of flour to each participants’ household. 
Participants delivered ten kilograms of flour and five kiloliters of oil purchased with 


church donations to a widow from a neighboring village who came as a guest. After 
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discussing the next steps participants would like to see, we conducted a post-project 


survey. After the closing prayer, we enjoyed the lamb skewers for lunch with participants 


and guests. The researcher then conducted individual interviews. 


Table 6. Session 6: Practice Steward Flowing 


Lesson Time (100 minutes) Instructor 
Collect journals 5 minutes Researcher 
Voluntarily 
the presentation of 10 minutes Context associate 


Steward’s Bible Verses 


Practice Stewardship 


30 minutes Researcher 
Flow 
Break 10 minutes 
The next steps 
participants would like to 10 minutes Researcher 
see 


Post- project 
questionnaires and 15 minutes Researcher 
closing prayer 


Individual Interview 20 minutes Researcher 


Summary of Learning 
The DMin project hypothesis is that if members of the Nazarene Church in 
Kyrgyzstan attend a biblical stewardship and financial management training workshop, 
they can learn how to save and use their money and possessions according to Heavenly 
will. Participants attending the six-session project at the Nazarene Church developed an 
understanding of biblical stewardship and knowledge and experience in managing money 
and possessions, as verified through pre- and post-questionnaire personal and weekly 


interviews. Journaling assignments also showed an increase in their knowledge of biblical 
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stewardship and financial management training as participants recorded what they 
learned in each session. 
Pre- and Post- Survey Comparisons 

Six members, three men and three women, participated in “Biblical Stewardship 
and Financial Management Training.” Various age groups were represented: two people 
in their 30s, one person in their 40s, one person in their 50s, and two people in their 60s. 
This project involved developing an understanding of biblical stewardship and financial 
management. The educational level of church members in Kyrgyzstan was considered for 
the questions used in the pre-and post-project questionnaires and journals. Through three 
open-ended questions, attendees shared their knowledge and experiences of biblical 
stewardship and financial management. Pre- and post-project questionnaires were 
essential to assess and analyze how the project impacted participants’ knowledge and 
attitudes about stewardship and finances. Each question on the pre- and post- project 


surveys will be addressed in turn. 


Question 1. “What is your financial management history?” 
In the pre-survey, the primary information about the financial management 
history of the six participants was as follows. 


Participant 1 (P1): Iam not good at managing my financial resources. I don’t have 
enough money. I cannot save or manage money. 


Participant 2 (P2): All my money goes to my family. Since I do physical labor, it 
is not enough to make a living. I cannot manage my finances well because I work 
for other people. 


Participant 3 (P3): lam unhappy with my financial management history. I do not 
value money, misuse it, or tithe properly, so I am always short of money. I lack 
wisdom in managing money. I do not know how to trust God in this matter. 
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Participant 4 (P4): I tithe from my salary, save a little, and use the rest for living 
expenses, food, and clothing. 


Participant 5 (P5): I spend all the money that comes to me. If you get a lot, you 
spend a lot; If you get less, you spend less. 


Participant 6 (P6): Before, I had poor financial management due to my lack of 
financial knowledge, and I also mishandled money. 


Regarding their financial management history, five of the six participants 
responded that they could not manage their finances and were unhappy with this. These 
five indicated they did not have enough money. Two people mentioned tithing, but only 
one responded that he tithes. This same participant who tithes was also the only one who 
indicated that he saved, although only a small amount of money. Thus, at least five 
struggled financially and need more money management knowledge. 

Post-survey answers were as follows: 


P1: I listened to the instructor’s experience of paying off a large debt and created 
a table of income, expenses, and debt. I loved how the instructor created a daily 
income and expense table to pay off a huge debt in full. Now, I also record my 
daily expenses, even if it is just 1-2 soms(currency). If I don’t track my spending, 
I will not know where my money is going. From now on, I will record my income 
and expenses daily. 


P2: I can do the same through my faith in God. I received positive energy from 
his testimony and revelations about proper financial management. I also record 
my income and expenses every day. 


P3: I learned how to create a table of my income, expenses, and debt. I practice 
what I learned every day. I decided to help people with their debt and financial 
problems rather than getting into more debt. But this requires learning how to 
seek God’s will and financial planning. I will write a plan for our village. 


P4: I did not understand the first lecture where the instructor explained how he 
paid off a large debt and showed an accounting table. I thought it was relevant in 
the West, but not here. However, through the following lectures, I gradually 
began understanding how important this was to me. So, I record my money usage 
every day. 
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P5: We must use God’s money as a faithful servant. The instructor showed us a 

table on how to use money correctly. I created a table of my income, expenses, 

and debt. I understood that money should only be used for the highest purposes. I 

could give that money to someone in need. 

P6: Before, I knew I needed to record my income and expenses, but I didn’t know 

how to accurately. I tried and failed to keep records and was discouraged because 

my expenses outweighed my income. I learned through this seminar, and I am 
practicing recording my income and expenses daily. I am trying to tabulate the 
use of the money. 

After participating in six sessions, all six participants learned how to better 
manage money and are putting it into practice. Notably, the practice of creating a table of 
income, expenses, and debt was referred to by all six participants. It was particularly 
interesting that P4, the participant with the best initial financial management, grew into 
the understanding of eliminating debt over the course of the six weeks. This shows that 


one lecture on the subject is not enough, but that a multiple-week course would be 


valuable. 


Question 2. What do you think God requires for us to be financial stewardship? 
Pre-survey answers: 
P1: ’'m not sure. 


P2: God wants us to manage our money correctly, wisely, and accurately. But we 
often misuse our financial resources. 


P3: What you can give, being faithful to tithing, not spending money carelessly, 
and trusting in God. 


P4: God wants us to manage our financial resources correctly, wisely, and 
carefully. 


P5: Only God can help me manage my money well because I misspend it. 
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P6: I believe it is essential to have an honest financial relationship with God, 
manage clearly, record everything, continuously learn, seek advice from 
knowledgeable people, and improve your knowledge. 


One out of six participants answered that they did not know. Five of the 


participants mentioned money and their relationship with God. They used the words 
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“management,” “trust,” “help,” and “relationship” in terms of connecting God to their 


finances. It is interesting that five out of six could answer that they need God to help with 
their finances, but only one of them (P4) was able to tithe and save prior to the project. 
Post-survey answers: 


P1: We learned about people like us who would like to participate in such training 
but cannot afford it. In the future, we would like to share the knowledge we 
gained here with our relatives, friends, and loved ones. Above all, I want to pay 
off all my debts and save money. I am determined to manage it wisely. 


P2: The parable of the unjust steward resonated with me as I realized that I was an 
unfaithful steward. I also want to earn trust and praise by canceling my debt and 
managing my resources properly. 


P3: The parable of the unjust steward had a lesson about not serving the master 
properly and not paying the bills. I didn’t like it when he started lending money 
out of the master’s treasury. To my surprise, his master praised his future plans. 
There is a lack of planning for the future. 


P4: I came up with a plan to pay off my debt through the parable of the unjust 
steward. I discussed this with my wife, and she supported me. 


P5: I received a revelation that I should manage my tithes and offerings to our 
church wisely and with the fear of God. I should not use this money to buy bread 
or cola or to pay for my daughter’s education or my son’s wedding. You need to 
plan your income, thinking about how to use it wisely, including saving for it. Of 
course, all these resources have been given to you by God, so you must seek 
God’s will. 


P6: I have come to compare myself to an unfaithful servant. Just like him, I have 
been unfaithful and mismanaged the work God has entrusted me, materially and 
timewise. Through this training, I have gained not only material wealth but also 
time. Rather, I realized that everything I have belongs to God. Now, I will try to 
not make excuses and acknowledge that it was not in vain that the missionary 
came from America to Kyrgyzstan and taught us. 
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Notable is that each participant gave specific responses in the post-survey as 
compared to the more generalized responses in the pre-survey. Four of the six indicated a 
specific goal of paying off debt. Although not directly referring to stewardship or 
mentioned God, P1 said that he wanted to pay off his debts and manage his money wisely 
and that he wanted to let people around him know about this financial training. P2 and P3 
summarized the content of the parable of the unrighteous steward as a biblical basis. P4 
decided to repay his debt through an application of the unjust steward parable. P5 and P6 
gained an understanding of biblical stewardship and financial management training and 


learned that finances should be used according to God's intention. 


Question 3. “As a steward, what actions and processes did George Miller live his 
life?” 

Pre-survey answers showed that none of the participants knew anything specific 
about George Miiller prior to the project. Four left their answers blank and two answered 
that they did not know. Some verbally indicated a vague familiarity with Miiller during 
the movie on his life. 

Post-survey answers: 

P1: I learned from Miiller’s life that we need to save and not hoard money. Before 

training, I was living in debt and had debt. Now we are living off the money we 

set aside after paying off our debt. 

P2: George Miiller’s testimony of handling millions of dollars and yet living on 

little inspired me. I aspire to be a good steward like him and make it a priority to 


help those in need. 


P3: George Miiller was a special person. From him, I learned to trust God 100%, 
not 10%. He had a clear financial plan and record keeping. I want to open a place 
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where God’s name can be glorified. Our household will also have a clear financial 
plan. 


P4: George Miiller abused his father’s money when he was young. However, he 
started recording his spending of his money. For example, he had envelopes for 
various expenses such as groceries, education, tithes, etc. He realized that he 
should also prepare an envelope for his parents. 

P5: After listening to George Miiller’s lecture on life, I realized I needed to track 

my income. I decided to make envelopes, and I’m sure there will be some for 

tithing. 

P6: I liked George Miiller, who was faithful to God. He was not afraid to ask for 

money for children’s shelters and protected many people in need. Most 

importantly, he recorded the money he spent. In today’s world, it’s hard to find 
someone like Miiller. 

Four of the participants answered the post-survey with something that they would 
either do or like to do in response to the example of George Miiller. The other two (P4 
and P6) indicated they had learned something from Miiller’s example, but they did not 
respond with a practical goal or action. P1 said that Miiller’s life taught him to save, and 
he was determined to pay off his debt. P2 said he remembered how Miiller used his 
finances and wanted to be a steward like him. P 3, P4, P5, and P6 remembered the part of 
Miiller’s financial management method where he recorded the use of money. P2 
specifically noted Miiller’s example of helping those in need. 

Question 4. “What should the church teach you about financial stewardship?” 

Pre-survey answers: 


P1: The church teaches about tithing. Tithes belong to God. 


P2: The church should always teach us tithes, offerings, and donations. Through 
this, God wants to bless us. He wants us to be blessed always. 


P3: I’m not sure. 


P4: The church must teach how to handle money based on the Word of God. 
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P5: I don’t know what the church teaches about ‘believers’ finances. I usually 
manage my own money. 


P6: I don’t know what the church should teach. 


P 3, P5, and P6 responded that they did not know what the church should teach 


about financial management. Participants 1 and 2 responded that tithing should be taught 


in church. Participant 4 responded that financial management should be taught using “a 


foundation in God’s Word.” Thus, half of the participants thought that the church must 


teach something about finances based on God’s Word, while the remaining half were 


Post-survey answers: 


P1: If I give tithes, offerings, and tithes, God will open the gates of heaven. 
Poverty is created by disorder. Since God has given us all wealth, we can become 
rich and not poor. We must think about how much we planted and how much we 
harvested. The church must teach these things. 


P2: I mishandled and often ignored my tithes and promises. The church must 
follow Wesley’s principles to properly distribute tithes and offerings and teach 
people to be faithful servants. 


P3: The church should teach that the main lesson is not to be lazy and to save, as 
John Wesley taught. After I pay off my debt, I will start sowing the seeds. You 
reap what you sow. 


P4: The church must teach John Wesley’s stewardship principles. Everything and 
all finances in this world belong to God. All offerings and tithes are also His. But 
to help others, I also have to work hard to make money. 


P5: The church must teach John Wesley Wesley’s three principles. 1) Earn money 
honestly, 2) Save and accumulate, 3) Invest wisely. I liked his principles of 
earning money honestly and working hard. 


P6: The church must teach the three principles mentioned by John Wesley: 1) 
earn money honestly through labor, 2) save money, and 3) distribute money 
correctly. Although I struggle to adhere to the second and third principles, I will 
try to save money and manage my finances properly, believing I can succeed if I 
work hard. 
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In the pre-survey half of the participants were not sure what the church should 
teach regarding finances. In the post-survey, all the participants responded with some 
practical ideas on what the church should teach. Five of the six (P2, P3, P4, P5, and P6) 
specifically referred to John Wesley’s stewardship principles. Wesley’s three principles 
(earn, save, and give as much money as can be honestly made) seemed to resonate with 
the participants. P1 responded that the church should teach that if you give tithes and 
offerings, you will receive wealth from God. Note that the three who had answers in the 
pre-survey were the same three that referred to tithing in the post-survey. Teaching 
Wesley’s three principles along with tithing were the most important to the participants 
overall. 

Question 5. “If you do not have a budget, what kind of budget are you going to 
create for yourself? If you do have a budget, what is your budget? And if you have a 
budget, how can you improve your budget so that you practice good financial 
stewardship?” 

Pre-survey answers 

P1: I don’t have a budget. 

P2: I try to find any job to make money. However, the salary is insufficient to 

warrant a separate budget. I want to find a source of income that allows me to 

make money even if I don’t work. If the economic situation is resolved, I will 
remain faithful to tithing and open up my financial resources. 


P3: Let’s start by making a plan. You need to understand and track your income 
and expenses to manage your budget correctly. 


P4: I saved money when I needed it. 


P5: I don’t have a budget. I spend money as needed. 
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P6: I have a small budget and would like to increase my budget. Improvement 


comes through discipline, keeping daily records of your income and expenses, 

learning from people who earn more, and gathering information from various 

sources. 

Five of the six participants indicated they did not use a budget. P6 indicated a use 
of a budget that included tracking income and expenses. However, P6 indicated that 
desire for a larger budget. P3 indicated an understanding of a budget but did not indicate 
using one. Half of the participants did not use a budget and two indicated spending 
money as needed. 


Post-survey answers: 


P1: I learned from Ramsey about baby steps, starting with paying off debt. If you 
start with small steps, the significant steps will be easy. 


P2: Now I understand the importance of maintaining relationships even when I 
can’t send money. I plan to demonstrate these principles in my real life. 


P3: I have never kept money at home. I will use it constantly. Now, I have started 
saving money. I have trouble making a budget. I will also contribute to the 
pension fund. I have already started a using my laptop at home, and my husband 
and I are discussing plans and costs. 


P4: We went through seven steps. In the first step, you need to pay off your debt. 
This step is not that difficult. They are easy. I liked them very much. 


PS: It is impossible to solve financial problems quickly. You have to take small 
steps like a child. For example, if you have debt, you should pay off small debts 
first and then pay larger debts later. 

P6: It’s impossible to solve your financial problems right away, but if you start 
with small steps, it gradually becomes easier to deal with bigger problems. 
Interestingly, only one of the participants (P3) referred to a budget in their post- 


survey responses regarding budgets. She spoke about understanding and planning for the 


need to save, budget, and contribute to a pension. Four of the six (P1, P4, P5, and P6) 
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mentioned small steps regarding debt, referring to Ramsey’s “Baby Steps.” These four 
explained that the small steps seemed easy, were important, and were not complex. 
Participant 2, interestingly, spoke about maintaining relationships regardless of financial 
resources. This was most likely referring to sending money to distant relatives to support 
them. This question brought up the financial stress that participants are under regarding 
debt and financial obligations. Ramsey’s “Baby Steps” was the most indicated practical 


answer to help manage this stress and solve their financial problems. 


Journal Results 

Journal responses from the first five sessions were examined. There was no 
journal assignment for session six. Participants’ journals demonstrated that this project 
was positive for their understanding of stewardship and financial management. The 
journal responses provided information about their increased financial knowledge for 


each session. Each sessions’ journal question and participants’ responses follow. 


Session 1: “What is your financial management history?” 

Five of the participants described their financial history using the word “debt” in 
their journals. One participant said he had been fooled by scammers several times. 
Participant 2 indicated a more positive financial history than the others. He wrote: 

From 18 to 30, I gave all my income to my parents. I built a house for them and 

bought a cow. I gave 12 years of my life to my parents. For the past 13 years, I 

have been working for my family. I’ve never given money to anyone, I’ve never 


been in big debt, and I don’t like to borrow. I trust that God will help me pay off 
the small debt I owe. I have always tried to live debt-free. 


Session 2: “What do you think God requires for us to be financial stewardship?” 
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All participants learned through the second session that they were God’s stewards. 
P1 wrote, “You should not focus on finances.” P2 wrote, “Manage your finances 
accurately.” P4 wrote, “Use your wealth to serve the poor,” which indicated a more 
biblical understanding of finances. Participant 2 wrote: 

God demands responsibility from us as stewards. He wants us to manage our 

finances accurately. God does not want us to pursue money and devote our lives, 

youth, and time to it. God wants us to have control over our financial resources. I 

believe that money is just a tool that helps us in life. 

Session 3: “As a steward, what actions and processes did George Miiller live his 
life?” 

P1 gained a lot of understanding about the life of George Miiller, the historical 
foundation. P2 wrote how Miiller received a lot of money but did not keep it for himself. 
P3 wrote how Miiller gave up his own interests and gave all his possessions to God. Both 
P4 and P5 noted that Miiller was good at managing money. P5 went on to comment on 
Miiller’s use of finances and that he relied on God and not on others. P6 wrote: 

George Miiller did a great job, including helping the children find homes, and he 

managed large sums of money transparently, always recording and documenting 

all expenditures. 

Session 4: “What should the church teach you about financial stewardship?” 

All participants answered that churches should provide education about tithes, 
offerings, and finances. Four people responded that Wesley’s three principles of 
stewardship should be taught in the church. P4 wrote: 

The Lord God owns all my possessions and possessions. First, you have to pay off 

your debt. You can donate and provide whatever your family needs. Beware of 

serving Mammon. First rule: You have to work hard to make money. Rule 


number two: To save money, you have to work hard. Third principle: We must 
teach people to give to those in need. Trust God in all things. 
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Session 5: “If you do not have a budget. What kind of budget are you going to 
create for yourself? If you do have a budget, what is your budget? And if you have a 
budget, how can you improve your budget so that you practice good financial 
stewardship?” 

All the participants indicted that they were doing something regarding their 
finances as a result of the project. P1 had started saving every week. P2 started planning 
his spending. P3, P4, P5, and P6 responded that they were beginning to practice financial 
management based on Dave Ramsey’s seven baby steps. P5 wrote about what he had 
learned about Ramsey’s steps: 

I learned how to use my budget through Ramsey’s 7 Baby Steps. I learned how to 

start tracking money, pay off debt, build a fund, invest money for 3-6 months, and 

allocate 15% of the family budget for retirement. I also learned the importance of 
saving money for my children’s education and building wealth by helping those in 
need. 

Individual Interviews 

At the conclusion of the six sessions, all six participants consented to personal 
interviews. The interviews consisted of three questions. The individual interviews 
showed evidence that the project was worthwhile and successful. Due to participant 


confidentiality, the respondents (R1 — R6) for the individual interviews do not correspond 


to the surveys and journals of the participants (P1 — P6). 


Question 1. “How would this training help you use your wealth and finances more 
effectively as a Christian?” 


Respondent 1 (R1) stated: 
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I enjoyed the training. It taught me how to choose what is necessary over what is 
unnecessary. This training taught me to understand my financial problems 
accurately, always pay off my debts, and never get into debt again. I’ve learned 
that if I want to buy something, I now ask myself if I need it, so I don’t make 
impulsive purchases. I also like having a schedule. 


R1 said the following about changes in financial management: “I regretted 
making a lot of unnecessary purchases. I used to spend all the money I earned in a week 
on my children’s wishes. Now I have changed, and I no longer make impulse purchases.” 
R1 said she would put into practice creating a money plan and income-expenditure 
schedule that she learned about in the project. R1 gained a greater understanding of her 
financial issues and habits. Significantly, R1 pledged to tithe to the church. 

Respondent 2 (R2) said, “I have realized that God owns all my finances. What I 
earn, spend, and own belongs only to God. I consider myself a faithful steward.” 
Although brief in response, R2 deepened his understanding of biblical stewardship and 
financial management training through this project. 

Respondent 3 (R3) said: 

I accepted Jesus at 23. This training taught me how to save money properly, 

record my expenses, and obey God. I also learned how to give offerings and tithes 

to the church as a Christian. Another surprising revelation was that even though I 

did not earn my own money and my husband supported us, I still had to manage 

and be responsible for my husband’s finances. I kept no records, but his salary 

was insufficient to cover our expenses. Now, I will plan my finances for 
groceries, children’s education, etc. The biggest lesson of this seminar is not to be 
obsessed with money because these finances are a gift from God, so I will learn 
how to be content. We must learn as God gives. We must also devote ourselves to 

Him because we do not belong to ourselves. We belong to Him. Everything my 

husband has earned is from God; my husband is also God’s, and the same goes for 

my children. I used to worry about what would happen to me and my children if 


something happened to my husband, but now I have peace of mind. 


R3 confessed her faith in God and her responsibility for godly financial stewardship. 
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Respondent 4 (R4) said, “I made much money when I was young, but I couldn’t 
afford the big sums. I spent it wrong. After this seminar, I understood that all my money 
and possessions were not mine. I just became God’s steward. It was a big lesson and 
revelation for me.” R4 went on to say, “I didn’t know how to manage properly. I made a 
lot of mistakes. Now I decided to make a lot of changes in my life.” R4 confessed that all 
his money and possessions were not his and that he wanted to change his use of finances. 
R4 said that he thinks a lot about how to make money, how to manage it, and how to pay 
off debt, which he learned from the project. R4 said that although he made a lot of 
mistakes due to a lack of financial management in the past, the financial management 
methods he learned from the project would be helpful. 

Respondent 5 (R5) said: 

Before, I never properly tracked the sources of my income and expenses. 

However, after this training, I realized the need for accounting. I also learned 

about George Miiller and Wesley’s Three principles. I also learned about 

principles: tracking the source of your money, earning your returns honestly, and 
using your money for investments and philanthropy. One of the important 
revelations to me was that all of this - money, work, philanthropy opportunities - 
is all about God. It is a gift. We must steward these gifts as good stewards. I am 
only a servant and a leader. One of the important lessons I have learned is keeping 
track of my income and expenses daily. This exercise is for me. It helped me by 
teaching me how to pay off my debt, manage my money wisely, and save money 
gradually. I learned how to manage my finances wisely and record my income 
and expenses every step of the way. 

RS went on to say, “It is important to tithe. By doing so, God will bless me and 
bring positive changes in my life.” R5 revealed in his response comprehensive 
understanding of biblical stewardship and the historical, theological, and interdisciplinary 
financial management principles. 


Respondent 6 (R6) said, “This training helped me learn how to save, grow, and 


allocate money. I must recognize that I am not the owner of my money, but that God is 
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the ultimate owner. I am the steward, and I must be faithful to the Lord.” R6’s answer 
was short, but he knew that the owner of his wealth was God, and this training method 
was helpful. 

To this question, “How would this training help you use your wealth and finances 
more effectively as a Christian?”, all six participants indicated the training was helpful. 
Five of the participants answered specifically regarding an understanding of biblical 
stewardship and financial management, which states that God owns their money. 

Question 2: “What kind of divine provision did you experience during this 
project?” 

Respondent | (R1) said, “I have never paid a tithe before as this was a significant 
and unexpected expense. Now I try to pay my tithe accurately and on time.” R1 repented 
for not paying tithe, confessed that he would tithe, and spoke about the experience of 
enlightenment given by God regarding tithing. 

Respondent 2 (R2) said, “After this project, I realized I had misused and 
misallocated money. I bought the wrong items. After completing this training, I plan to 
become a good steward by managing my money properly and prioritizing paying off my 
debt.” R2 reflected on his failure to use money well and spoke of his decision to be a 
good steward. 

Respondent 3 (R3) said, “Through Bible verses, I learned I should not worry 
about money or the future. Instead, we must store up treasures in heaven. Instead of 
constantly thinking about my problems, I should rather help others. If I help others, God 
will help me with my problems. In the past, I mainly prayed about my problems, family, 


and money. But now I have started praying for other people and my village.” R3 had an 
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experience that led his family to pray for the village people through the words given by 


God. 

Respondent 4 (R4) said, “I read parables and verses in the Bible, but I did not pay 
much attention to them. God deeply rebuked me. God promised that if you do this, I will 
give it to you, but I never paid attention to God’s conditions before.” R4 experienced a 
deepening understanding of Bible parables and passages. 

Respondent 5 (R5) said, “During the seminar, we discussed about 5 to 6 verses 
containing God’s promises. For example, in Proverbs 19:7, God promises help to those 
who help the poor. The seminar lasted six weeks. Before that, I thought about finances 
often.” He went on to say, “I needed this. I never realized God’s finances before. I prayed 
about it. I think this seminar was an answer to my prayers.” R5 had an experience of 
enlightenment as he thought more about the Word of God. 

Respondent 6 (R6) said, “I have experienced and continue to experience a lot. I 
hate being in debt and borrowing. Because I know that debt must be repaid eventually, 
even with interest.” Although not specifically referring to God’s work, R6 had come to an 
understanding if the importance of paying off debt. That this answer was given in 
response to the question about God’s provision indicates that P6 understands that not 
having debt is a godly issue. 

Five of the six participants were able to give a direct response to this question, 
“What kind of divine provision did you experience during this project?” These five 
participants talked about repentance, determination to be godly stewards, and 


understanding of the Bible verses related to finances they read every week. The sixth 
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participant indicated a desire to live debt free. Most significantly, R5 indicted that this 


project was an answer to prayer. 

Question 3: “What changes/improvements in financial management have you 
experienced by participating in this project?” 

Respondent | (R1) said, “While working on this financial management project, I 
often regretted purchasing unnecessary or poor-quality items. Through this project, I 
learned how to plan my finances, choose items wisely, and avoid unnecessary spending.” 
R1 indicated learning about the need for financial management through my own failures 
and successes in the use of finances. R1 also talked about learning financial management 
methods through the lectures. 

Respondent 2 (R2) said, “Before, I mismanaged the money coming in, especially 
focusing on meeting my own needs despite being in debt myself. I would be dishonest by 
putting off paying my debt. After completing this training, I aim to achieve financial 
freedom by better managing my money and prioritizing paying off my debt.” R2 realized 
he had failed to manage his finances through the project and decided to pay off his debt. 

Respondent 3 (R3) said, “I started listing my debts and stopped taking on new 
debt. I also told my husband not to borrow money. | started saving money. I am talking to 
my neighbors and my husband’s relatives, especially the village women, about the 
damage caused by debt. For example, I tell them everything belongs to God and that we 
should give Him a tithe. Through this, it has become easier to spread the gospel.” The 
project helped free R3 from living in debt and to become someone who explains the 
damage of this debt to others. Significantly, R3 became a person who spreads the gospel 


to her neighbors through biblical stewardship and financial management. 
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Respondent 4 (R4) said, “I started making a list of my debts and planning how 


and when I would pay them off. My wife also participated in the seminar, and I helped 
teach her. I started taking notes. I tried to maintain my account before but gave up. Now, 
I believe we will begin to take God’s revelation seriously. Praise the Lord!” During the 
project, R4 heard God’s word about finances and decided on a plan to pay off his debt. 

Respondent 5 (R5) said, “I learned how to track all my financial transactions 
through the seminar. And above all, it is necessary to pay off debt.” R5 remembered from 
the lecture that he had to pay off his debt first. 

Respondent 6 (R6) said, “I didn’t know that it was important to start with small 
steps. The debtor becomes the servant of the lender. It is important to pray daily to help 
us pay our debts and escape this slavery. As I began to pray and seek God’s help, things 
improved, new financial opportunities and precise planning arose.” R6 remembered the 
Bible saying that a person in debt is a slave to the lender. He decided to rely on God and 
manage his finances to repay his debt. 

All six participants indicated some increase in understanding of financial 
management methods through the project. All six were also willing to put at least one of 
the principles into practice. Five of the six referred specifically to methods to reduce or 
eliminate debt. R1 referred to wise purchases so as not to mismanage money. Half of the 
Participants specifically referenced their relationship with God regarding changes in their 
lives through understanding and practicing biblical stewardship and financial 


management. 
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Conclusion 


In the DMin Project’s six-session program, “Biblical Stewardship and Financial 
Management Training,” participants learned through biblical, historical, theological, and 
interdisciplinary foundations about biblical stewardship and the use of finances and 
wealth according to God’s plan. The program was built within the context of biblical 
stewardship and financial management. Through four foundation areas (described in the 
biblical, historical, theological, and interdisciplinary chapters), participants learned 
practical methods of biblical stewardship of their finances. Through analysis, the project 
has been shown to help develop participants’ understanding and methods of biblical 
stewardship and financial management. 

The six participants indicated they had not gained financial management training 
or experience before the project. This project taught them biblical stewardship and how to 
manage their finances. Six participants were from the Nazarene Church. Two additional 
church members attended four sessions. The members from the other churches said they 
would like to learn about this project and share it with their churches. This project helped 
members of the Nazarene Church in Kyrgyzstan desire to continually learn biblical 
stewardship and practice the discipline of managing finances and wealth. 

In question 1 of the pre-survey, five out of six participants responded that they did 
not know financial management. However, in the post-survey, they all answered that they 
had learned financial management and put it into practice. Only one of the participants 
said they were saving before the project, but even this participant indicated that the 


project had developed his knowledge of financial management. 
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To question 2 in the pre-survey, five out of six people gave an ambiguous answer 
about financial stewardship. In the post-survey, five people responded about their 
understanding of biblical stewardship. Although the participants knew little about biblical 
stewardship and financial management training before the project, they indicated that 
they had learned about it through the Biblical Foundations lecture. 

All six participants did not have an answer to question 3 regarding George Miiller 
in the pre-survey. After the project, all six showed a strong response in the post-survey 
that they learned and/or were applying something from Miiller’s life. None of the 
participants knew about Miiller before the project, but after the project they all indicated 
that they had learned much about biblical stewardship and financial management training 
from his example. 

Half of the participants responded in the pre-survey that they were unsure about 
question 4 regarding what the church should teach about finances. In the post-survey, all 
participants answered with certainty about something they believed the Church should 
teach about finances. Specifically, five out of six expressed a desire to follow Wesley’s 
three stewardship principles. 

In question 5 of the pre-survey, five out of six people responded that they had 
never managed a budget. However, in the post-survey, all participants responded strongly 
that they understood Ramsey’s “Baby Steps,” a financial management method. Before 
the project, none of the participants knew how to manage their finances, but they 
indicated they had learned much about it through the lectures. 

In addition to the surveys, which indicated growth in biblical stewardship and 


practice, the post-project interviews and the journal entries indicated an increased 
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knowledge of biblical stewardship and financial management training among the six 


participants. As part of the project, participants were invited to participate in a practical 
“stewardship flow” exercise where their resources were to be used for God’s glory. The 
participants fully engaged in this exercise and even developed their own plan to bless a 
widow at the end of the project. This showed a real growth in the stewardship principle of 
giving to others in need. 

The DMin project hypothesis was validated when participants from the Nazarene 
Church in Kyrgyzstan underwent a workshop on biblical stewardship and financial 
management. This training enabled them to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to 
save and utilize their finances and possessions in accordance with God's intentions. Six 
members of the Nazarene Church underwent six sessions of biblical stewardship and 
financial management training and were shown to have developed an understanding of 
biblical stewardship and methods for managing finances and wealth. Through pre- and 
post-surveys, journal entries, and post-project interviews, all six participants grew in their 
understanding of saving and using money according to Divine plan. Reducing or 
eliminating debt was a recurring theme and the participants learned that this is a biblical 
issue. All participants indicated in some way that they understood that they are stewards 


of God’s money, and they should use their money more wisely because of this. 


Future Considerations 
Currently, I am serving as an online missionary to Kyrgyzstan and as the pastor of 
a Korean immigrant church in the U.S. Through the project, members of the Nazarene 


Church have discovered a devotion and respect towards the Bible as stewards of God. 
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Therefore, I assist members of the Nazarene Church by translating “Living Life” 
(Devotional book) into Kyrgyz so they can meditate on the Scriptures daily. The 
Nazarene Church members are growing as stewards of God through daily spiritual 
encounters provided in a mission field where Christian literature is scarce. 

While implementing the project, participants experienced difficulties categorizing 
and recording living expenses, educational expenses, and management costs during 
stewardship financial management training. It would be helpful for them to record these 
in a diary format instead of accounting for daily income and expenses. 

Through my project experience, I would like to add a "Steward's Diary," 
combining the devotion to the words of the Bible with the financial recording. Like the 
diary of my historical foundation, George Miiller, I want to make the schedule in daily 
training by meditating on daily Bible financial passages and recording spending details 
and motives for using possessions. 

As [implemented this project, I had an opportunity to interview missionary 
Joseph Oh, who served in Kyrgyzstan for thirty years. He had participated in a few 
project sessions and said, "I've been a missionary for thirty years and witnessed many 
churches with financial struggles. And though I've been to many Bible workshops and 
seminars, this is my first time participating in a Biblical finance seminar." He also wanted 
to compile resources related to my projects for sharing with other churches. 

Missionary Joseph Oh held a seminar for church members through my project in 
Osh in Kyrgyzstan, with my permission. He explained that the culture of saving face is a 
central part of the national culture, and many people incur substantial debt to have lavish 


weddings and funerals. When he had the seminar, many were challenged in their faith 
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and committed to becoming faithful stewards of God. Two months later, Missionary Oh 
testified that the offerings at that church had increased. 

Reflecting on his feedback, I realized there is a lack of information about financial 
institutions and research on retirement pensions in Kyrgyzstan. Enhanced research would 
increase participants’ financial knowledge and help with discernment in future projects. 

The Korean immigrant church I serve also needs biblical stewardship and 
financial management training. The biblical, historical, theological, and interdisciplinary 
foundation presented in this thesis can be used to guide church finances and congregants’ 
financial use. This will significantly help use finances and possessions according to 
Biblical principles. My project can be used in men's and women's ministry groups. It can 
also be applied to children's biblical stewardship and financial management training in a 
VBS(Vacation Bible School) model. 

While maintaining relationships with missionaries on the field in the ULS., I 
would like to actively promote my project tailored to each field's situation. I hope to 
restructure my project for short-term missions abroad so that pastors, adults, and children 
can be educated. Programs restructured for the missionary field can first be understood 
through education by short-term mission teams. The educated short-term mission team 
will not only procure necessary resources. Still, it will also train pastors and congregants 
in churches at mission fields to be faithful stewards through biblical stewardship and 
financial management training. This project can become an excellent program for short- 
term mission teams. As they take this project into the mission field, they can experience a 
deeper understanding of what it means to be a faithful and biblical steward of God and 


manager of resources. 
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Many churches face financial difficulties as economies worsen, and mission field 
families confront multiple challenges. The DMin project will assist those who have not 
had the opportunity to learn about biblical stewardship and financial education. This 
adaptable project can be effectively implemented in various church contexts, tailored to 
different age groups and educational backgrounds. “Biblical Stewardship and Financial 
Management Training” has proven to be a valuable tool for biblical financial training. 
This project assists participants in developing a deeper understanding of what it means to 
be faithful stewards and to grow their knowledge of proper financial management. It is 
designed to help them manage finances and properties entrusted by God, listen to God's 


voice, realize God's will, and responsibly manage the entrusted finances and properties. 
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